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An opponent of plans to develop the Domino Sugar site erected an LED protest on her building at Wythe Avenue between South First and Second streets. 


Domino fight lights up hood 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A neighborhood activist who would 
like to derail plans for a $ 1.3-billion 
high-rise development at the old 
Domino Sugar site has erected a sev- 
en-story, red LED sign that screams, 
“SAVE DOMINO’.” 

The sign, an apparent riff on the 
iconic yellow “Domino Sugar” sign on 
the Williamsburg waterfront, hangs 
from her building on Wythe Avenue, 
between South First and South Second 

What she would like to see is the 
Domino site transformed into a cultural 


venue akin to Tate Modem, Britain’s 
national museum of international mod- 

In a four-minute, 50-second presen- 
tation on YouTube.com, Stephanie 
Eisenberg, owner of a Williamsburg 
metal-working business and a staunch 
opponent of the recently unveiled plans 
for the old industrial yard, proposes 
preserving the entire Domino Sugar 
plant complex and installing within it 
some sort of cultural Mecca. 

To back up her plan, she cites im- 
pressive economic statistics about the 
transformation of an old power station 
in London into the Tate Modem in 
2000. 


“If you put a cultural center there, it 
will produce very good union jobs, and 
you can put in some affordable housing, 
too,” said Eisenberg. “And, you’re cre- 
ating a huge place for tourists to come.” 
“We have not presented to the city 
yet,” she added. “We just got this to- 
gether, and we fully intend to pursue it.” 
But Richard Edmonds, a spokesman 
for the developer, Community Preser- 
vation Corporation Resources, doubted 
the idea would fly with the rest of the 
community. 

“Ask the hard working, low-income 
families of Williamsburg whether they 
want affordable housing or the Tate 
Modem,” said Edmonds. 


Eisenberg said the sign was her way 
of demonstrating support for the 
preservation of the entire Domino sug- 
ar site, rather than just the three build- 
ings that are slated to be landmarked 
and reused in the 2,400-unit apartment 
complex. Thirty percent of the devel- 
opment will be affordable housing. 

“We, the entire building, are in op- 
position to what is planned for that 
site,” said Eisenberg. “We want some- 
thing that would benefit the entire 
community, so that the neighborhood 
isn’t overwhelmed by this density.” 

Read more on plans for the Domino 
Sugar site in The Paper's Williamsburg 
edition, or at BrooklynPaper.com 


BUDGET REVIEW 
STALLS B’KLYN 
BRIDGE ‘PARK’ 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

While million-dollar condos 
are selling like hotcakes at One 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, the “park” 
itself is again at a standstill. 

A fresh examination of the fi- 
nances behind the state’s contro- 
versial housing, commercial and 
open space project has delayed 
the start of construction of 
promised park areas. Construc- 
tion of the park areas was sup- 
posed to begin this summer. 

Empire State Development 
Corporation spokesman Errol 
Cockfield told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per this week that the Spitzer ad- 
ministration was modifying the 
project’s budget and hiring a 
new chief planner to replace the 
official who managed it under 
the Pataki administration. 

He said that construction 
would not commence before the 
fall at the earliest — contradict- 
ing previous ESDC predictions 
of a summer groundbreaking on 
the public spaces. 

“Right now our focus is on up- 
dating the budget for the park and 
getting a new [Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Corporation] 
president,” said Cockfield. “A 


shovel can’t go into the ground 
until those things happen.” 

In March, Cockfield told The 
Paper that the firing of former 
project planner Wendy Leventer 
was part of larger changes by 
the Spitzer administration. 

Those changes now involve a 


reexamination of the park’s 
$15-million annual budget, a 
model that relies on revenue from 
four residential buildings, a ho- 
tel, shops and restaurants to pay 
for the maintenance of public 
open space. 

See DELAY on page 14 


'Park’ condos 
selling fast 

Snapped up at one-a-day 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Another day, another $2 million dollar condo. 

The first luxury waterfront condos within the state’s Brooklyn 
Bridge Park development are selling at a rate of one a day, ac- 
cording to Robert Levine, owner of the 499-unit building at One 
Brooklyn Bridge Park (360 Furman St.), at the foot of Joralemon 
Street beneath Brooklyn Heights. 

Levine said this week that his building — located within the 
state’s hotel, condominium and open space project — was prov- 
See CONDOS on page 14 


Reason for Anger 

WEEKLY WORLD NEWS STOPS ITS PRESSES 


By Vince DiMiceli 

The Brooklyn Paper 


At the end of August, the Weekly World News 
will publish its last issue. For over 28 years, the 
News has lit up supermarket checkout counters 
with stories of Big Foot, Bat Boy and alien en- 
dorsements for presidential elections. 

What will hurt the 

most, though, is the 
loss of its great voice 
of conservatism, co- 
lumnist Ed Anger. 

Since 1979, Anger’s 
rants on paving the 
rain forests, abolish- 
ing social security and 
demeaning Phil Don- 
ahue struck a chord 
with Americans of a 
certain variety. 

With that in mind, 
we give you what 
could be Anger’s last 
column, with apolo- 
gies to its creator, Rafe 
Klinger. 

I ’m madder than 
Lindsay Lohan’s 
drug dealer over the 
closure of my favorite 
newspaper, the Week- 
ly World News. 

I mean, where are 
we going to turn now to find out about the real 
news of the day, and not that left-wing bleeding 
heart garbage they print in the New York Times? 

And don’t tell me I can still find this quality 
journalism on the World Wide Internet! 

When I was fighting for this country on Pork 
Chop Hill, I wasn’t doing it so a bunch of spoiled 
kids could grow fat while they look up current 
events on some stupid, thousand-dollar machine 
that was made in Japan. 

That’s right, I’m pig-biting mad that kids today 
won’t dare pick up an American-made newspaper 
out of fear that they’ll get ink on their hands, so 
their stupid parents plunk down a grand on some 
crappy machine and $50 a month for a “high 



speed connection.” These dopes are being sold a 
pig in a poke! 

In my day, if you wanted to look something up, 
you walked 10 miles uphill to the local library and 
waited in line to see the town’s encyclopedia, and 
it didn't cost one plug nickel! 

Today, kids are so weak from sitting in front of 
those damn machines, they don’t have the strength 
to lift the encyclope- 
dia, byjiminy! 

You know who does 
like the interweb and 
all these foreign- 
made machines — 
Phil Donahue. I bet 
fancy Phil has a ton 
of computers in his 
house, and he proba- 
bly gives them silly 
names like “Mack- 
ey,” “Big Bluey” and 
“Mario.” Then, he 
uses them to pollute 
the world with his 
thoughts on his You- 
BlogSpace page! It 
makes my blood boil 
just to think about it! 

One person I’m sure 
wouldn’t stand for 
any of this hooey is 
the Duke himself, 
John Wayne. In fact, I 
bet the Duke is tum- 
© American Media ing over in his grave 
over all these shenanigans. If he were alive to- 
day, he’d roll up his last copy of the Weekly 
World News and whack some sense into these 

Then, he’d mm his attention to those lily-liv- 
ered parents — but this time he wouldn’t be so 
nice. He’d pull out his trusty six shooter and blast 
them to Kingdom Come! 

He’d end the day by eating some steak and po- 
tatoes, drinking a couple of beers and falling 
asleep on the couch while his lovely wife did the 
dishes, by gum! 

And he wouldn't have some stupid laptop 
computer draped over his face while he slept, 
he’d have ink-covered hands and his newspaper! 


What f s on your To Do' list? 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Artists covered two large windows 
of a DUMBO building with post-it 
notes on Wednesday, in an interactive 
exhibit of what the average person 
has “to do.” 

Passersby were encouraged to write 
the tasks they wish to remember on the 
yellow and pink sheets of paper. 

The group that created the project, 
“Illegal Artists,” makes public artwork 
meant to be mote than stared at. 

“Half of the project is intended to be 
done by the public,” said Michael Mcde- 
vitt, who helped build the piece. “It’s a 
snapshot of what people are thinking.” 

Within a couple of hours of its com- 
pletion, half of the 5,600 notes were a 
ready filled with a variety of to-dos. 

Some were deep and introspective 
“I doubt sometimes whether a quiet 
and un-agitated life would suite me; 
yet sometime I long for it.” Others 
wrote simple libido-driven to-dos like, 

For some, just reading selections 
from the 5,600 post-its outside 70 
Washington St. was fascinating. 

“I have never seen a piece of art like 
it before,” said Semonetta Pelliccetti of 
See POST-ITS on page 6 



i" outside 70 Washington St. in DUMBO: "I have never seen a piece of art like it before. 



New 

Paper 

boy 

Veteran Brooklyn Paper covergirl, 
Jane Kuntzman, holds the newest 
member of The Paper family, her 
baby brother, Benjamin Henry 
Kuntzman. Editor Gersh Kuntz- 
man and photographer Julie 
Rosenberg welcomed "Big Ben" 
into the world (with a little help 
from the docs at New York 
Methodist Hospital in Park Slope) 
on Tuesday at 1 1 :57 am. The tot 
weighed in at 9 pounds, 10 
ounces. "He's the biggest, dens- 
est thing to hit Brooklyn since At- 
lantic Yards," quipped Kuntzman. 
"But he's far less controversial." 


Egret-able! 

Activist hopes to save 
empty lot for birds 


A long vacant, rubble-strewn Red Hook lot has be- 
come an unlikely duck pond — and one neighborhood 
animal-lover has a plan to keep it that 

Animal rescue activist and photogra- 
pher Harriet Zucker is seeking a deep- 
pocketed partner to help her create an 
“urban sanctuary” on the graffiti-cov- 
ered former track depot that borders the 
future home of New York City’s first 
Ikea superstore. 

Zucker and other amateur urban zoologists have watched 
See EGRET-ABLE on page 14 
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60 Henry Street. 718.237.8720 
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Tropical 

getaway 

As part of its "First 
Saturday" series, the 
Brooklyn Museum is cel- 
ebrating Caribbean cul- 
ture with a full day of 
music, movies, art, pre- 
sentations and dance — 
including Brooklyn's own 
Charles Moore Dance 
Theater, pictured. 

3 pm at the Brooklyn Museum 
( 200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash- 
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights). Free. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 638-5000 or visit 


Race is the 
place 

Join the Coney Island 
Brighton Beach Open 
Water Swimmers in their 
annual Grimaldo's Mile 
swimming competition. 
After three heats of reg- 
ular water sports, catch 
the costume contest, 
which requires swimmers 
to don an outfit that will 
last at least 10 minutes 
in the water. 

8:30 am on the beach at 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island. From $25. For informa- 






Pop Slope! 

The 29-member pop 
group I'm From Barce- 
lona most certainly isn't. 
Hailing from Sweden, 
the band is bringing its 
kazoos, banjos and key- 
boards to Southpaw to- 

side appearance. Listen 
closely for "Britney," a 
tune about the current 
trials of everyone's favo- 
rite pop star. 

8 pm at Southpaw (125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. John's Place in Park 
Slope). $13. For information, 
call (718) 230-0236 or visit 


Sand shack 

Beehived new wavers 
the B-52s — being billed 
as "the world's greatest 
party band" — make 
their second appearance 
tonight at the Seaside 
Summer Concert Series 
in Coney Island. Pack 
some "Rock Lobster" 
rolls for dinner and hurry 

7:30 pm at Asser Levy/Seaside 
Park ( West Fifth Street and 
Seaside Avenue in Brighton 
Beach). Free. For information, 
call (718) 469-1912. 



Hello, Bolly 


Famed DJ Rekha kicks 
off this night of "Bolly- 
wood Disco" at Prospect 
Park, which also includes 
a screening of the 1977 
classic film, "Hum Kisi Se 
Kum Nahin," which fea- 
tures plenty of its own 
'70s song and dance 
routines. 
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The Witnesses 
next door 

J ehovah’s Witnesses believe 
there is room for only 144,000 
people in heaven. They don’t 
celebrate birthdays, Thanksgiving, 

Christmas or Easter. They don’t vote, 
participate in political discussions 
or join the military. And they’ve al- 
ready miscalculated the end of the 
world at least once. Armageddon, 
they said, would be in 1975. 

Oops. 

The population of Brooklyn 
Heights is about 22,500. We cele- 
brate almost every possible holiday, 
especially the Fourth of July, and 
even host a canine costume parade for Halloween. We think the 
end of the world will probably be the result of global warming, 
or at the hands of George W. Bush. Whichever comes first. 

Both groups love their real estate, but besides that, do we 
have anything else in common? The majority of Heights resi- 
dents know very little about Jehovah’s witnesses, despite the fact 
the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society has made its home in the 
neighborhood since 1909. 

I decided it was time for a religious mission of my own. 

The Witnesses typically meet for three gatherings a week and 
last Sunday morning was open to the public. The meeting was 
entitled, “Coping with Life’s Anxieties.” Perfect, let me just get 
a cup of coffee first. 

The Sunday talk welcomes the public, and about 20 percent 
of worshippers at Sunday’s gatherings are not part of the regular 
congregation. But they are other Witnesses, people from across 
the globe — Venezuela, Haiti, Australia, Belgium — religion 
tourists to the sect’s world headquarters. It seems I was the only 
member of the public with a three-block commute. 

Inside the Brooklyn 
Heights “Kingdom Hall,” 
which is on Willow Street 
near Orange Street, there 
were no crucifixes or im- 
ages of any kind — only a 
simple auditorium and an 
unassuming pulpit for 
speakers. No stained glass. 
No relics. It hardly looked 
like a place of worship. 

I told the woman next to 
me that I lived down the 
street and am unaffiliated 
with the Witnesses. She 
looked surprised. “That’s 
very brave of you,” she said, 
eroiner v-iarx, an eiuer, look io the front wearing a simple 
suit. The answer to dealing with anxiety, he said, is to put your 
suffering on “Jehovah,” until you can find a more permanent 
cure in God’s kingdom. Shoot. I’m screwed. 

Clark gave several examples from the Bible, like how Noah 
built the arc despite ridicule from his neighbors. Just like Noah, 
he said, the Witnesses have been asked to carry out the word of 
the ministry. To go door-to-door, talk to strangers, preach and 
carry out Jehovah’s will. 

And Jehovah’s will is clear — spread the word of the Second 
Coming of Jesus, which could happen at any moment. 

The pressure is on to get the word out. 

When the Bible study ended, several people approached me to 
chat — which is one of the major elements of their religious mission. 

“You don’t have a Bible,” one said. “I can tell you’re not 
from here,” said another. “I really like your dress,” said a third. 

I met Carmen, a young woman who fives on Henry Street. 
She invited me to tour the Witnesses’ many buildings in the area 
next week, gave me her phone number and smiled warmly. 

I was intrigued and her sentiment was refreshing, but with Je- 
sus’s second coming looming in the distance, it was hard not to 
think her approach had ulterior motives. 

But then again, as New Yorkers we tend to question every- 
one’s authenticity. Is anyone nice just to be nice? After two 
hours at the Kingdom Hall, I didn’t find a major commonality 
between the congregation and myself. But as far as individuals 
go, Carmen is one of the friendliest people I’ve ever met. And 
until she proves otherwise. I’m happy to call her my neighbor. 
Juliana Bunim is a writer who lives in Brooklyn Heights 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Heights resident Paul Giamatti is hosting his own film festival 
entitled, “Paul Giamatti Selects,” at BAM. The six-week series will 
feature dark classics like “Invasion of the Body Snatchers” “Dr. 
Strangelove” and “Dawn of the Dead.” . . . Does your favorite cof- 
fee joint suddenly feel empty? If so, it’s probably because the 
Brooklyn Law School zombies who have been studying all sum- 
mer for the New York Bar Exam were set free last week. Now let’s 

just hope they passed Spotted former New York Post morning 

editor, now District Attorney spokesman Jerry Schmetterer. 
walking down Montague Street at lunchtime. He paused in front of 
Five Guys Burgers, but kept on walking. Stoop@BmoklynPaper.com 




By Juliana Bunim 



Scupture suffers 

Vandals have destroyed Charon Luebbers's "Urban Fossil 
Bird Woman," a key part of the Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition's 25th anniversary show in the park at the 
foot of Main Street in DUMBO. The sculpture (above), an 
abstract piece that evokes the spirit of flight and freedom, 
was intact as of July 6. But by July 21 , it had lost the top 
section and was transformed into a jagged golden ruin 
(right). "Somebody broke it!" one park-goer said. "Peo- 
ple put nice stuff up and other people come and destroy 
it. That's not nice." — Harry Cheadle 


Society fixes bluestone 



The Brooklyn Historical Society, on Pierrepont Street, replaced its sidewalk this week. 


More parking for DUMBO 


By Harry Cheadle 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The city has begun phasing 
out the dreaded “loading 
zones” in DUMBO as part of 
a year-long attempt to create 
more parking spaces in the 
car-choked neighborhood. 

“We hope to have it finished 
by the end of the year,” said 
Joseph Pamieri, the Department 
of Transportation’s Brooklyn 
Borough Commissioner. 

The shift in parking priorities 
reflects the change in the area 
— warehouses now house cof- 
fee shops and boutiques rather 
than industry. 

“The parking regulations are 
outdated,” said Tucker Reed, 
executive director of the DUM- 
BO Improvement District. 
“They’re from the time when 
DUMBO was an industrial 
area. It’s pretty clear the neigh- 
borhood has changed to a resi- 
dential and retail area.” 

The change is coming slow- 
ly, as the DOT is examining the 



Signs like this "No Parking, 8 
am-6 pm" could soon disap- 
pear from much of DUMBO. 


parking situation block by 
block. Once a decision is made 
to remove a “No Parking, 8 
am-6 pm” sign, it takes 90 days 
for DOT to order and install the 
new sign. 

Some parts of Pearl, Anchor- 
age, and Jay streets have al- 
ready been altered, and Front 
Street is next on the list, Reed 

The move comes after the 
neighborhood lost roughly eight 
spaces in the creation of the 
Pearl Street sitting area. 

The Improvement District 
and the city have been talking 
about making these changes for 
the past six months. As with 
many city projects, the work is 
going slowly, but it is being 

Reed hopes that the transi- 
tion will end sometime “in the 
near future.” After all, some of 
his employees at the Improve- 
ment District need parking just 
as much as anyone. 

“Parking isn’t easy for any- 
one in DUMBO,” he said. 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Brooklyn Historical 
Society is replacing its tradi- 
tional bluestone sidewalks and 
inproving other exterior de- 
tails, thanks to a $4 million 
grant from the city. 

“The city has been very 
good to us,” said BHS Presi- 
dent Deborah Schwartz. “No- 
body should have to walk over 
a cracked uneven sidewalk.” 

The original sidewalks were 
installed about the same time as 
the five-story. Queen Anne and 
Italian Renaissance-style build- 
ing in late 1800s, on the comer 
of Pierrepont and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights. 

Over the years the large 
sheets of stone have shifted, 
cracked and become uneven 
atop the sand on which they sit. 
The new walkway will be sup- 
ported by a layer of concrete. 

“With the concrete under the 
stones, nobody should have to do 
any work on die sidewalk for an- 
other 200 years,” said Schwartz. 

The new sidewalk will use 
two-thirds of the original stone. 
The rest will be newly cut from 
the bluestone quarries in upstate 
New York. 

In addition to the sidewalk re- 
pairs, the railings leading to the 
entrance to the building will also 
be getting a facelift. The 
wrought iron railings, much of 
which have rusted and decayed 
over the years, will be disassem- 
bled and either replicated or re- 
paired, depending on condition. 

“These repairs will improve 
the quality of the building,” 
said Schwartz. “It will allow 
people to use the main entrance 
of the building, welcoming in 
residents.” 

The project expected to be 
complete in the next six months. 

Bluestone sidewalks, which 
were once predominant in 
Brooklyn Heights, have been 
disappearing, as the expense of 
fixing or replacing them is pro- 
hibitive compared to concrete 
sidewalks. 
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85 Court Street m Downt® 

Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 

AMERICAN Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • CDSi 

[U14=j\n ICH1MA DEC Over 30 Years in Business 

nwUSETfAREd Featuring Home Delivery within Brooklyn 



Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (71 8) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 


Leave packages with us. 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 

Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 


/T* * m U A in Reliabilf 
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SATNICK 


W service all mechanical & quartz watches 
& repair all jewelry on premises 

HARTLEY F. SATNICK 

The Only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 



Visit us at our new location 


187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 



Eye Exam plus 

Complete Pair of Glasses 

(frames & lenses) 


Onl 


SUNGLASSES ■ CONTACTS ■ ACCESSORIES 




Pet Health 
Questions ? 

Ask Dr. Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 

•Vaccinations * Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Skin Disorders *Microchip Implants 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 
•House Calls * Lab Tests 


239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

( 718 ) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


Pregnant 

or need a GYN Exam? 



Call MWS OB/GYN for modern, private and caring service. 

Metropolitan Women Service 
OB/GYN 

Angela Wilson, M.D. 

55 Greene Ave. Suite 2B, Ft. Greene 
For Appointment Call 718-398-8100 
Open Days - Evenings - Weekends 




Without calling 
Court Express for a 



Court Express 718 - 237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch 



. zst Bergen st.: b Dearooms, 4.3 Darns. 

(718) 596-3333 Includes home-entertainment system 

See our listings: with flat ™ w ' sl $3 ' 500 ' 000 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 
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Iced coffee talk 
in the Gardens 

I knew I was being gouged — and 
then I paid $3.25 for my morn- 
ing cup of iced coffee anyway. 

Yup, one of my own local fuel 
stops, Naidre’s on the comer of 
Union Street at Henry Street, has 
raised the price of a 20-ounce ice- 
choked joe 50 cents — an 18-per- 
cent price hike that earns the cafe 
the dubious distinction of being 
more expensive than Starbucks, 
which charges $3.03 for a 24-ounce 
“venti” iced coffee. 

To be frank, I have known for a 
while that I spend way, way too 
much money on coffee. Last time I 
did my budget — a scary exercise in honesty and self-reflection 
— I came to the conclusion that I spend an eighteenth of my 
monthly income on the mud. Yet, it took Naidre’s alarming cross 
into the closer-to-$5-than-$2 netherworld for me to, you guessed 
it, wake up and smell the coffee. 

And it appears that I’m not the only one turning into a (cof- 
fee) bean counter. 

One fellow young and addicted Brooklynite said that the 
price jolt had inspired her to begin brewing her drug of choice at 
home, and carrying it to work in a travel mug. 

“I can’t afford to spend $12 or $15 a week on coffee,” said 
Jess Chock-Goldman, a Boerum Hill resident. 

Another Naidre’s regular, who requested anonymity in defer- 
ence to her long-standing relationship with the cafd’s baristas, 
told me she planned to institute a new budgeting system to ac- 
commodate the price hike. 

“At least one day a week, I’m going to have to give up 
Naidre’s,” she said mournfully. 

‘I’ll have to hide my face when I walk past,” she added. 

Meanwhile, the cafe’s 
owner, Terry Mangrum, says 
that she determined her new 
prices by looking around at 
what her neighbors were 
charging. Jolting joe prices 
are par for the course in a 
place where the typical sin- 
gle-family home sells for $ 1 
million, she said. 

“Our prices haven’t gone 
up in a few years. What 
we’re doing is matching 
what we see now in the 
neighborhood,” she said. 

Like the cost of a slice of 
pizza — which hit an as- 
tounding $2.30 last month at Sal’s — the price of coffee is 
creeping up. The Tea Lounge on Court Street near Kane Street 
is planning to increases its prices by a quarter this fall and a sim- 
ilar price hike is expected at D’Amico, the neighborhood’s old 
school coffee establishment. 

Joan D’Amico, co-owner of the 58-year-old stalwart, said that 
she has been avoiding a price hike for months, but that it now ap- 
pears inevitable. A 24-ounce cup of iced coffee at the 305 Court St. 
cafe and roaster runs you $2.50. D’Amico said the store is unlikely 
to reach Naidre’s $325 mark, but may come close. 

“I’d like to keep it under $3 for as long as I can,” she said. 
“But everything is more expensive, even roasting it.” 

Mangrum, who bought the Carroll Gardens cafe and its Park 
Slope sister from its original owner several months ago, said that 
her $3 .25 iced coffee was just one small piece of her larger plans 
to expand the cozy cafe chain with a new location in Red Hook. 

“We are moving towards more organic and local food and 
produce and that costs more,” she said. “Fifty cents isn’t a whole 
lot to pay for a product that tastes better and is better for you and 
the environment.” 

But for cheapskates like me who make use of ALL the 
change in their pockets, it looks like its time to start home brew- 
ing. After all, even a reporter can’t live on caffeine alone. 

Ariella Cohen is a staff reporter for The Brooklyn Paper 

KITCHEN SINK 

Wanted: The Eileen Dugan Senior Center is in need of an 
industrial-size dish washer. If you have one that you want to put 
to good use please stop by the center at 380 Court St. near Car- 
roll Street or call (718) 596-1956 and ask for Max . . . Firehouse 
Theatre?: The city is seeking proposals for the redevelopment of 
a former firehouse at 299 Degraw Street on the comer of Court 
Street. The city plans to work with a private developer to turn 
the trim, brick building into a community or cultural center . . . 
Good food for a good cause: The Sink has learned that Bor- 
ough President Markowitz and his wife Jamie dined 
Wednesday at Smith Street’s hottest new restaurant, Po. The 
Beep and his lady enjoyed plates of goat cheese and black olive 
tartufo with the winners of a fundraising auction for the non- 
profit Job Path, which provides career resources for develop- 
mentally disabled adults. E-mail Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Now that’s a big box! 

The Brooklyn Ikea rises on the Red Hook waterfront. The massive furniture superstore plans to open on the Beard Street wa- 
terfront next year. Other retail stores are expected to follow. 


House of D plaza scorned 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A pedestrian-friendly detail in the city’s 
proposal to reopen and expand the House 
of Detention on Atlantic Avenue has ignit- 
ed a storm of opposition. 

Residents who live in a brownstone-lined 
block adjacent to the 11-story jail on the 
comer of Smith Street in Boemm Hill, say 
that Department of Correction officials 
could hurt the very people they say they 
want to help if they move forward with a 
plan to close State Street to cars between 
Smith Street and Boerum Place. 

The street closure — one of several de- 
sign proposals now under review by city 
planners — would create a pedestrian plaza 
with benches and planters between the jail 
and the Brooklyn Criminal Court building. 

The car-free “Criminal Justice Plaza” is 
meant to cut down on the amount of traffic 
and double-parked vehicles that surround 
the municipal buildings and cause friction 



The Brooklyn House of Detention. 


between people who live in the neighbor- 
hood and people who use the buildings. 
Residents say that they fear the closure 
would bring too many people to the street 


and create another kind of unwelcome traf- 
fic. 

“It’s not a fit for the neighborhood,” said 
Arlene Jennings, who bought a historic row- 
house on State Street between Hoyt and 
Smith streets three-and-a-half years ago and 
opposes all elements of the jail’s reopening. 

“If there was a wall separating the resi- 
dential area from the jail that would be one 
thing but bringing more pedestrian density 
to the area is a mistake,” she said. 

Other residents echoed Jenning’s senti- 
ments at a public meeting about the jail’s re- 
opening held in June. 

“They are scared that that people will loi- 
ter there and sleep on the benches,” said 
Leslie Lewis, President of the 84th Precinct 
Community Council. Lewis believes the 
fears are unfounded because of the amount 
of police supervision at the site. 

“[The plaza will be] between a prison and 
a criminal court, people will look after it,” 


Canal condos coming 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

In the tortoise race to trans- 
form the gritty neighborhood 
that surrounds the Gowanus 
Canal into a residential en- 
clave, it appears one condo de- 
veloper has finally emerged as 

David Kramer of Hudson 
Companies said this week that he 
plans to begin building the fust 
new residential development 
west of the notoriously stinky in- 
dustrial canal within two months, 
putting the development’s con- 
struction timeline months ahead 
of larger projects planned for 
sites a few blocks north. 

And it’s all because of zon- 
ing. 

Kramer’s plan to construct a 


45-unit, townhouse-style devel- 
opment at 111 Third St., on the 
comer of Bond Street, conforms 
to the zoning code, helping the 
developer avoid controversy in 
the low-rise neighborhood — 
while putting his plan on the 
fast-track. 

“We knew that [the decision 
to build a low-rise development] 
would be extremely appealing to 
the community,” said Kramer, a 
Manhattan-based developer who 
made a high-profile (and high- 
rise) debut in Brooklyn last year 
with the 33-Story J Condos tow- 
er in DUMBO. 

Conversely, Toll Brothers, a 
national corporation best known 
for building suburban McMan- 
sions, began planning for a 
townhouse-style condo develop- 
ment on Bond Street between 


Carroll and Second streets last 
year. That project has been 
stymied by the land’s industrial 
zoning and, in January, the de- 
veloper withdrew an application 
to clean the contaminated land 
because of the delay. 

“In the end, we applied for 
the cleanup too early,” said 
spokesman David Von Spreck- 
elsen in January. The spokes- 
man said that the company 
plans to “eventually” build on 
the site, which is now occupied 
by a stark cement building used 
by businesses. 

Hudson Companies shelled 
out close to $8 million for the 
residentially-zoned property, ac- 
cording to broker Ken Freeman. 
The development will replace 
the offices of an electrical con- 
tracting company that is now re- 


locating to Red Hook, Freeman 

Kramer also said that keeping 
the development low-rise would 
keep construction costs on the 
market-rate condos “more af- 
fordable.” The cost considera- 
tions were the primary factor in 
his decision to build low, he 
said. Meanwhile, other develop- 
ers in the Gowanus have been 
doing a different math that takes 
into account the cost of rezoning 
industrial property. 

Developer Shaya Boymele- 
green’s Gowanus Village will 
likely include some 10-story 
loft buildings along the canal 
between Carroll and Third 
streets, just across the Third 
Street Bridge from the Hudson 
Companies. 

Along the canal at Sackett 
Street, the owner of the Bayside 
Fuel Terminal has proposed 
building nine-tol 3-story condos 
after a cleanup of the land is 
complete. 
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Leave packages with us. 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 

Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 
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Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 
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Pregnant 
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16 reasons why 
tower’s too big 



Dana Rubinstein 


T he city earned some serious 
brownie points in Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill this 
week, quashing a developer’s 
plans to build a 16-story tower on 
a four-story bock that neighbors 
said would have stuck out like, 
well, like a 16-story building on a 
four-story block. 

The tower, planned for 163 
Washington Ave., between Myr- 
tle and Park avenues, had stirred 
up a maelstrom of fury among 
area homeowners, who said the 
building would fundamentally al- 
ter the laid-back, brownstone 
character of the neighborhood. 

Like birds circling their prey, activists monitored the devel- 
opers’ every move, hoping to catch him in some infraction 
and thereby stall the project until the area’s “downzoning” 
could be passed, which would make such large buildings il- 
legal. 

According to the Buildings Department, if a developer is 
far enough along that the building’s concrete foundation has 
been poured, then that project can be grandfathered in under 
the old rules, and not subject to the new, more stringent 
guidelines. 

Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) and area 
residents like Jane Zusi managed to lodge a whopping 56 
complaints and attain at least one partial stop-work order 

against the development. 

But as late as June, Zusi 
told The Stoop, “I’m not 
sure that anything other 
than an act of god will 
stop this building.” 

Well, that or, at least, 
the Buildings Department. 

Following last week’s 
rezoning, the Buildings 
Department sent out a 
team of four inspectors to 
determine which develop- 
ments along 99 blocks in 
Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill would be grandfa- 
n. Of the 31 sites inspected, only 10 (32 percent) were 
allowed to move forward as planned. Twenty-one developers 
(or 68 percent) were issued the stop- work orders. 

While 163 Washington Ave., perhaps the most reviled of 
recent developments, got the pink slip, two other controver- 
sial developments will be allowed to move forward: an 1 1- 
story tower on Adelphi Street and an 1 1 -story building slated 
for Grand Ave., both between Myrtle and Park avenues. 

Even so, it was the Washington Avenue high-rise that was 
the talk of the neighborhood. 

“[We are] savoring the moment, but with the understand- 
ing that this is not the end,” said Zusi. “We fully expect the 
developer to appeal, and we are quickly doing our home- 
work so that we can continue to fight the [tower].” 

“Once again, I would like to go on the record as saying 
that we were never against a building on that site (the origi- 
nal seven-story plan had more units), but we are against a 
building that will look freakish on our block,” added Zusi. 
The developer did not respond to a request for comment. 
Dana Rubinstein is a staff reporter for The Brooklyn Paper 

KITCHEN SINK 
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Our Clinton Hill buddy Bowman Hastie and his wun- 
derdog — artist and Jack Russell terrier Tillamook Ched- 
dar — will travel to Berlin for a joint gallery show with hu- 
man artist Wanne LeCompte in “Boundaries: Paintings by 
Man and Dog” this month. “Wannes LeCompte and Tillam- 
ook Cheddar are strikingly physical in their approach to the 
enclosed plane of the canvas,” read a press release from 
Hastie, keeper of what the Art Newspaper called “The most 
successful living animal painter.” Alles gute! . . . Last Wed- 
nesday, green locals turned out for the Ecologically Minded 
Ice Cream Sandwich Social at Habana Outpost (and no, 
they didn’t have to chum their own ice cream). The proceeds 
went to helping outfit the Outpost with a water reclamation 
system. ... We hear the Fort Greene PUPS are mighty 
peeved that the $3,000 they raised and donated to the Parks 
Department for a new doggy water fountain in Fort 
Greene Park still has not been spent. ... Looks like Luz, 
the scrumptious Nuevo- Latino-style restaurant on Vanderbilt 
and Myrtle avenues, is getting some competition. We hear a 
new Nuevo-Latino boite called Tamboril is coming to Myr- 
tle Avenue, between Grand and Steuben streets. 

E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


Tillie’s seeks mural backers 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

If a Clinton Hill muralist 
and a local coffee shop owner 
can convince preservationists 
of the merit of their idea, the 
maroon-colored wall of Til- 
lie’s fronting on Vanderbilt 
Avenue will bear a multi-col- 
ored map of the neighbor- 
hood, on which residents will 
be able to paint dots moicating 
where they live. 

“The mural I’m planning for 
Tillie’s will [enable us to] see 
how we really live on top of 
each other,” said the mural’s 
creator Elbe Balk. 

There is one fly in the paint: 
because Tillie’s sits at the edge 
of a the Fort Greene Historic 
District (at the comer of Van- 
derbilt and DeKalb avenues), 
the city’s Landmarks Preserva- 

prove the design. Such alter- 
ations of historic sites often 

Sharon Barnes, of the Clin- 
ton Hill Association, cautioned 
that allowing the mural in a his- 
toric district could lead to an 
avalanche of similar out-of- 
character alterations. 

“A lot of artwork that is pro- 
posed is very nice and agreeable 
and there’s a temptation to say 
yes,” said Barnes. “But in a land- 
marked neighborhood, one has 
to be careful about precedent, be- 


cause, ultimately, it won’t look 
like a historic district.” 

Barnes cited the mural depict- 
ing a chef that went up recently 
on the side of Chez Oscar, the 
popular DeKalb Avenue boite at 


the comer of Adelphi Street. 

“The painting is really charm- 
ing,” said Barnes. “But it has to 
be limited. And one man’s art is 
another man’s graffiti.” 

Even so, Balk remains hope- 


ful. After all, her recent mural 
on St. James Place and Gates 
Avenue, painted by about 100 
community members during 10 
hours of a recent block party, 
was a great success. 

“These are very much com- 
munity murals,” said Balk. “I 
was putting a varnish on it, and 
all these kids were walking by 
with their parents and saying, 
‘Mommy, I did that.’” 

Balk hopes to have the 
Tillie’s mural painted by Sept. 7 
to coincide with the opening of 
an exhibition of her art at the 
coffee shop. 

Her proposal is pending ap- 
proval by the city’s Landmarks Pre- 
servation Commission, which 
declined comment for this story. 

But Balk thinks she has the 
right mural in the right location. 

“Vanderbilt Avenue separates 
Clinton Hill from Fort Greene, 
and Tillie’s was the first coffee 
shop in the neighborhood,” she 
explained. 

“It’s the pinnacle of commu- 
nity gathering, it’s an important 
street. It just seemed perfectly 
right to do it there.” 

According to Balk, Patricia 
Mulcahy, the owner of Tillie’s, 
supports of the project. While 
Mulcahy could not be reached 
for comment, one of her employ- 
ees sounded thrilled by the idea. 

“Oh, that’s so cool!” he said. 
“I work here and I didn’t even 
know that!” 


City caves: Parents win fight 
against suspension center 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bowing to community pres- 
sure for the second time in as 
many months, the city has 
withdrawn a plan to cram a 
center for suspended students 
into Fort Greene’s highly re- 
garded MS 113 — opting in- 
stead for the school to house a 
smaller general equivalency 
diploma program. 

“Basically, we found an alter- 
native site that had more space,” 
said Dina Paul Parks, though she 
would not reveal which school 
had been selected to house the 
controversial suspension center. 

This is the second time the 
city has announced — and then 
rescinded — plans for a suspen- 
sion center in a Fort Greene or 
Clinton Hill school. 

In July, the city tried to foist 
a center for disciplined students 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The son of the artist who 
built the iconic Broken Angel 
ziggurat — which burst into 
flames last October — has is- 
sued a written plea for “public 
support” during his family’s 
continued fight with the city. 

In a long, often meandering e- 
mail, Chris Wood decried the 


on JHS 265, on Park Avenue, 
between Cumberland Street and 
Carlton Avenue. The plan was 
later withdrawn. 

Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene), a fierce oppo- 
nent of both plans, said the 
agency should have known 


ment” and called on the agency to 
“recognize that Brooklyn wants 
the building that [his father] 
Arthur Wood envisioned, not an- 
other boring box of bricks.” 

But the Buildings Department 
put the blame for the dispute 
squarely on the Wood family. 

“Buildings plan examiners 
have met with the owner’s archi- 


from the beginning that 80 ad- 
ditional students could not fit 
inside MS 113, which is on 
Adelphi Street, between De- 
Kalb and Lafayette avenues. 

“They had no idea about the 
number of children who attend 
113,” said James, after a meet- 


tect over a dozen times over the 
last several months to advise him 
on how to comply with building, 
zoning and fire codes,” said 
agency spokeswoman Kate 
Lindquist. “Despite the attention 
the architect has received, the 
plans still do not comply.” 

In May, Judge Sylvia Hinds- 
Radix ordered the removal of the 
top of the Downing Street build- 
ing — its most eccentric floors. 
The Wood family has not fully 
complied, and now the two sides 
are battling over what remains. 

— Dana Rubinstein 


ing with Deputy Mayor Dennis 
Walcott, Department of Educa- 
tion officials, and the principals 
of 113 and the suspension cen- 
ter. ‘We had numbers. And, be- 
cause of the closing of [two 
nearby schools], even more 
children will now go to 113.” 
The GED program will only 
occupy one classroom in MS 
113, rather than up to three. 

But space was never the sole 
cause of controversy. 

School parents and area resi- 
dents worried that an influx of 
up to 80 students with discipli- 
nary problems would under- 
mine the existing school pro- 
gram and increase crime in the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

Those concerns were exacer- 
bated by recent incidents in 
which gangs harassed students 
on their way to and from school. 
Officials said suspended students 
would not mix with the rest of 
the school population, but few 
parents believed them. 

“I heard the nonsense,” said 
James Harris, a PTA member 
whose son was attacked in 
May. “What will [the city] do, 
helicopter them in and out?” 

On Friday, Harris crowed, 
“The battle has been won.” 

But the battle has presum- 
ably just begun for whatever 
neighborhood is now chosen to 
host the center. The Department 
of Education intends to open 28 
such Alternative Learning Cen- 
ters city wide this fall, allowing 
suspended students to stay clos- 
er to their own schools. 


Plea for Broken Angel 

Buildings Department’s “harass- 
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Wilding teens stab 2 in Gardens 


By Ariella Cohen 
and Chris Cascarano 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Two men were left bleeding 
on the streets of Carroll Gar- 
dens last Saturday night after 
two separate attacks within a 
half an hour of each other, po- 
lice said. 

The first assault occurred on 
July 28 at 10:25 pm on Henry 
Street near Degraw Street. The 
17-year-old male victim was 
walking on the quiet, residential 
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block when a group of four or 
five teenagers attacked him 
with a glass bottle. 

The teenagers struck him re- 
peatedly in the face and ran off 
without saying anything, ac- 
cording to an account by the 
victim. No money or belong- 
ings were stolen and police said 
there is no known motive for 
the attack. 

The bloody victim called 911 
and was taken to Long Island 
College Hospital in Cobble 
Hill, where he was treated for 
lacerations and bruises. 

A similar attack happened at 
10:45 a few blocks away on 
Sackett Street near Court Street, 
police said. 

In that instance, a gang of 
four or five teenage boys yelled 
a lewd comment at a 15-year- 
old female walking by with a 
16-year-old male companion. 
When the companion responded 
to the remark, the group broke 
out a glass bottle and attacked 
him. No money or belongings 
were stolen. The cut-up victim 
was treated at Lutheran Medical 
Center in Sunset Park. The 15- 
year-old female was not injured. 

Police believe the same 
group of roving hoods may be 
responsible for the attacks. 

Whacked 

Never underestimate the lure 
of a good power tool. 

City contractors reconstruct- 
ing Columbia Street learned 


that lesson the hard way on July 
21 when they returned to then- 
work site between Kane and 
Degraw streets to find their sup- 
ply chest vastly depleted. 

Thieves broke in through a 
security gate in pre-dawn hours 
and stole construction equip- 
ment worth $22,717 police said. 

The criminals got away with 
enough welding tools to start 
their own metal shop as well as 
a 2003 Chevy Pickup worth 
$2,500. They also made off 
with an assortment of leveling 
— or whacking, as its know in 
the business — implements, in- 
cluding a $3,000 jumping-jack 
whacker, a $4,000 four-inch 
whacker and a $2,000 pump 
whacker, police said. 

The missing whackers held 
up work for one day, according 
to Kijana Wright, community 
affairs liason for the three-year 
infrastructure improvement pro- 
ject. 

Homecoming 

A trio of thugs robbed a Car- 
roll Gardens man on his front 
stoop at 8 pm on July 24, police 

The man was walking from 
the Smith and Ninth Streets F 
station to his home on Summit 
Street between Henry and 
Hicks streets when he noticed 

multicolored straw fedora fol- 
lowing him. He reached his 
front step and began to fumble 


for his keys when the men 
stopped in front of him. "Give 
me what you have," the man in 
the straw fedora said, flashing a 
sharp object. 

The thug threesome got 
away with a wallet containing 
$325 and a Treo cell phone. 

Pocket change 

Two hoods robbed a man on 
Van Dyke Street near Conover 
Street on July 26 at 11:50 pm, 
police said. 

They approached the 42-year 
old as he was entering his van, 
which was parked on the dark 
block. “Give me your money,” 
one said as he put him into 
choke old. A second man 
reached into the victim’s back- 
pocket and stole an envelope 
containing $9,874. The robbers 
fled west on Conover Street. 


84th Precinct 


In the mixer 

A new cement mixer was 
stolen from a construction site in 
DUMBO on July 20. The 
thieves managed to remove the 
tool from the worksite at Front 
and York streets, despite the fact 
that it was fully enclosed. The 
$30,355 piece of equipment and 
was reported to be new and has 
not been recovered. The robbery 
occurred at about 5 pm. 

Phone tag 

A woman’s purse was stolen 
and her cell phone was held for 
ransom on July 22 £ 
rant near Pacific and Smith 
streets. The handbag, with the 


phone inside, was stolen from 
the counter in the restaurant at 
around 1:30 am. When the 
woman called her phone the 
thief answered and agreed to re- 
turn it to her for $40. Without 
alerting authorities, the woman 
complied and made the ex- 
change at Bond and Baltic 
streets. None of her other be- 
longing were recovered. 

Choke Rob 

A man was choked and 
robbed on July 28 near the en- 
trance to the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway on Sands Street. 
The mugging occurred around 
9:30 pm when the victim, a 40- 
year-old man, was approached 
by as many as nine younger 
men. The man was thrown to 
the ground and choked while 
the attackers took $600 and his 
watch. The victim suffered 
bruises to his knees and neck. 

Bag man 

On July 26, thousands of 
dollars was stolen from a 
Staten Island man’s bag at a 
diner near the corner of Pa- 
cific and Smith streets. The 
man entered the restaurant 
around 2 pm and set his bag 
on the counter. The man left 
the room and returned to 
find his pouch — and the 
$4,550 it contained - had 
been swiped. Later the bag 
was found empty outside 
the restaurant. 


Choked 

A man was robbed and 
choked by two assailants while 
waiting for a bus at Ryerson 


Cop say the victim bought a 
pack of smokes at the conven- 
ience store at IMnce and Tillary 
streets on July 17 at around 5 pm. 

Afterward, her 44-year-old 
friend struck her on side of the 
head with a fist full of keys, 
said police. Police arrested a 
44-year old suspect, whom they 
say was upset by the victim’s 
apparent waste of money. 

Unsweet rob 

A DeKalb Avenue candy 
store was robbed of more than 
$35,000 in merchandise at 
around midnight on July 17. 

The thieves broke into the 
store, which is at the comer of 
Vanderbilt Avenue, by cutting 
through a neighboring wall, 
cops said. The thieves took 
$24,000 from two ATMs, 
$3,000 in Metrocards, $3 380 in 
phone cards and $4,800 worth 
of cigarettes. 
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Nothing should hold you captive, not even hearing loss. 

Introducing Delta. 

When the voices and sounds you once took for granted are no longer easy to understand, the world around 
you can seem darker and more confining. You need that little something to help you stay connected to family, 
friends and business colleagues. Delta is a new, innovative hearing device that makes it possible. 

♦ High-tech Artificial Intelligence automatically adjusts settings to enhance the quality of speech 

♦ Discreet triangular shape conveniently hides out-of-sight, comfortably behind your ear 

♦ Choice of 17 attractive colors blend with skin or hair, or express your own individual style 

With Delta, hearing loss will no longer be a barrier to participating in meaningful conversations and personal 
experiences. Life will seem brighter and fulfilling because you’re not just hearing better, you’re understanding more. 

Visit us during our 
2 day Event and try Delta 
for 2 weeks, FREE! 

Wed. 8/15, 9 am -7 pm 
Sat. 8/18, 9 am - 12 pm 

Appointments Strictly Required 



• FREE One Year of Batteries for purchases made during this event 
• FREE Two Years of repair. Loss & Damage Warranty for purchases made during this event 
• FREE Listening Demonstration - Try it at home and work! (Restrictions apply) 

Audiology Affiliates • 142 Joralemon St. • 6th Floor • Suite 6A ■ PCllO 

Dr. Dennis L. Kisiel, Ph.D, CCC-A 
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T he Domino sugar refinery in 
Williamsburg may be an im- 
portant relic of 19th-century 
industrial architecture, but a far 
better reason for preserving it is 
the part it has played in the histo- 
ry of Brooklyn and of America. 

To know the broader story of 
this building and of the people 
who worked in it is to consider 
questions such as who profited 
from American slavery, how north 
Brooklynites survived the Great 
Depression, why Coca-Cola is 
sweetened with com syrup today, 
where the Metropolitan Museum 
got all those Impressionist paint- 
ings — even how tens of thou- 
sands of Puerto Ricans came to live in Williamsburg. 

The empty brick-and-stone giant that was built on Kent 
Avenue in 1882 was the primary source of the Havemeyer 
family sugar fortune. Along with the Pratt/Rockefeller mon- 
ey, this was one of several great American fortunes to have 
roots in Brooklyn. 

The story starts with brothers William and Frederick Have- 
meyer, who arrived in New York City in 1799 and built a sug- 
ar refinery on Vandam Street. Taking advantage of the world- 
wide tea-drinking craze (which drove up the price of sugar) 
and the low cost of sugar cane (which was produced in the 
Caribbean, originally by slaves), the brothers prospered. 

As the Havemeyers built ever larger and more-sophisticated 
sugar refineries, eventually crossing the East River to Brooklyn for 
more space in 1856, they began to exhibit the contradictory set of 

traits that has characterized 

the family and its endeavors 
since: technical ingenuity, 
business acumen, a philan- 
thropic and do-gooding bent, 
and utter ruthlessness. 

While most 19th-century 
Havemeyer men devoted 
themselves to improving 
the sugar-refining process, 
buying up competitors and 
cracking the heads of strik- 
ing workers, William F. Jr., 
son and nephew of the 
founders, left the business 
f or a career in politics , say- 
ing that he had “no desire to make great wealth, and expressed 
little admiration for men who made that their life’s aim.” 

He served two terms as the mayor of what was called 
New-York (it did not include Brooklyn then) and was known 
for his frankness, his naivete and — oddly enough, consider- 
ing the source of his personal wealth — his passionate oppo- 
sition to slavery. 

In the wake of the Boss Tweed scandals of the 1860s, the 
city turned to him a third time, electing him as a reform inde- 
pendent in 1872. When he died suddenly in office in 1874, the 
New York Tribune paid tribute to his integrity, his cantanker- 
ousness and the stubborn impracticality that made him almost 
entirely useless as a civic leader. 

In 1855, eight years after this classic Knickerbocker char- 
acter was first elected mayor, his polar opposite, Henry Os- 
borne Havemeyer, was bom. H.O. was brilliant, and he di- 
rected this brilliance toward making great wealth. He 
modernized and mechanized the sugar-refining business and 
bought up most of his local competitors. 

He later took advantage of the Civil War to relocate most 
of the nation’s sugar refining capacity to a two-mile stretch of 
the Brooklyn waterfront that encompassed Palmer’s Dock 
and the Eastern District Terminal railroad facility. At one 
point, more than half of the country’s sugar passed through 
what is now the Domino plant. 

An archetypal 19th-century robber baron, H. O. Havemey- 
er did not let anyone or anything get in his way. If the govern- 
ment prevented him from creating a monopoly on sugar, then 
he bought a few politicians. Bourgeois morality was no ob- 
stacle when in 1883 he grew tired of his wife, Mary Elder, 
and decided to marry her much younger niece Louisine. 

The crowning achievement of H. O. Havemeyer’s life, 
decades in the making, was the Sugar Tmst, a legal monop- 
oly that, in the words of a contemporary, “snaked like a gi- 
gantic octopus from the Caribbean to Brooklyn across the 
United States to the Phillipines.” The Sugar Tmst allowed 
one man to set sugar prices and workers’ wages across an im- 
mense industry. In a time when cane sugar was the sole 
sweetener for baked goods, soft drinks, tea and coffee, the 
Sugar Tmst was practically a license to print money. 

Next week: Part II on sugar’s sordid past. 

Tom Gilbert is a Greenpoint-based historian and writer 
Our regular Park Slope column will return shortly 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Congratulations to Lutheran Medical Center, which is 
celebrating 30 years in Sunset Park. The hospital’s bold move 
to the former American Machine and Foundry building on 
55th Street at the Gowanus Expressway marked the first time 
a factory was converted to a hospital . . . Attention Park Slope 
GOPers (That’s right! All three of you!) The Brooklyn 
Young Republicans Club summer social will take place on 
Thursday, Aug. 9, at 200 Fifth. They’ll be half price drinks, 
karoke and a raffle. And you’ll get a chance to volunteer for 
Rudy Giuliani’s campaign. Take that Obama! 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Is Armory deal iron clad? 


By Harry Cheadle 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Pai k Slope AntuS§T, 
athletic facility took an impor- 
tant step towards becoming a 
reality last week, as the city 
officially asked private com- 
panies to submit proposals to 
ran — and pay to operate — 
the facility, which could open 
sometime next year. 

The Armory, which is on 
Eighth Avenue between 14th 
and 15th streets, is still a long 
way from actually opening its 
doors — work is still being 
done on the interior — but the 
release of the “request for pro- 
posals” is a milestone. 

Whoever takes on the task of 
managing the Armory will need 
to schedule events, sell conces- 
sions and souvenirs, and allow 
area schools to use the gym free 
of charge. They will also have to 
find a way to make the recreation 
pay for itself, since the city is not 
going to give companies any 
money to run the Armory, al- 
though it will provide heat, elec- 
tricity and water. 

The Department of Homeless 
Services will have veto power on 
what fees are charged and what 
events are scheduled. 

Still, the fact that the armory 
plan is moving forward is a 
milestone in the three-year-old 
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s rendering of an athletic facility envisioned for the Park Slope Armory. 


^seventh m?' 

Nraming, 


Kleckner, chairman of the Park 
Slope Civic Council’s armory 
committee. 

“I guess releasing the RFP is 
first, getting bids is second, and 
picking out a good one is get- 
ting to third.” 

The deadline for bids is Sept. 
27, after which the Homeless 
Services will determine who 
gets the 10-year contract to ran 
the center, which will have 


room for track-and-field events, 
volleyball, indoor soccer, and 
boxing, among other sports. 

A women’s shelter currently 
operated by Homeless Services 
will remain on the site, as will 
the offices of several veterans’ 
groups. 

Even though the RFP out- 
lines plenty of details, much 
will be left up to the companies 
who submit proposals, winch is 
why Kleckner, for one, isn’t 
counting the days until he can 


start running laps. 

“It really all depends on who 
responds and in what fashion,” 

The Armory’s renovation, 
which was first announced in 
2004 and has been delayed sev- 
eral times since then, is based 
on the recent successful trans- 
formation of the Fort Washing- 
ton Armory into a world-class 
track facility. 
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He had to have park 


By Beethoven Bong 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Hey, want to fix your local 
park? Then you better have 
patience and a lot of determi- 

That’s what a concerned par- 
ent learned when he decided 
two years ago that an unsafe lo- 
cal playground needed change. 

Miguel Aguero called the 
Parks Department and com- 
plained about the alleged dan- 
gers of Slope Park, which is 
next to Middle School 88 on 
Sixth Avenue between 18th and 
19th streets — but the agency 
told him that it would not meet 
with him until he assembled a 
group of at least 10 people. 

Aguero, a father of two, 
quickly posted flyers in the area 
and soon had formed “the 
Friends of Slope Park.” 

It wasn’t a hard sell, he re- 
called. 

“The park was run-down, 
filled with the homeless, people 
who would drink, smoke and 
play loud music during the late 
hours,” Ageuro said. “These 
people took the park away from 
the children.” 
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Miguel Aguero points out damage in Slope Park. 


The Parks Department finally 
took notice, though it was a strag- 
gle getting the agency to even put 
up its standard “rules” sign, 
Aguero said. 

“You know how much it took 
to get this sign up?” Aguero said 
as he pointed to the sign that pro- 
hibits alcoholic beverages and 
loud music among others. ‘1 had 
to keep calling them.” 

But through the group’s re- 
solve — and the Parks Depart- 
ment’s belated work — the 
playground is now a safer envi- 


Sewage woes 
at 4th Ave KFC 


ronment, he said. 

“He really took charge,” 
Mary Charley said of Aguero as 
she watched her children play 
in the park. “The park has be- 
come much safer now since the 
group took over this place.” 

Now the group is focussed 
on replacing equipment that 
dates back three decades and, 
Aguero said, is not safe. The 
group says conditions led to a 
young girl’s fall last year in 
which she broke her collarbone. 

After eight months of being 
prodded by Aguero, local Coun- 
cilmembers Bill DeBlasio 
(D-Park Slope) and Sara Gonza- 
lez (D-Sunset Park) have put the 
park in line for $1 .7 million need- 
ed for a full renovation project. 

“I think it is terrific that 
Miguel has been so involved 
and I hope that more communi- 
ty members are inspired by his 
story and take his lead,” DeBla- 
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By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Kentucky-fried flood de- 
stroyed our house, a pair of 
homeowners charged in a law- 
suit against the KFC fast-food 
chain filed in Brooklyn Su- 
preme Court. 

The $8-milhon, finger-lickin’ 
suit accuses the Med chicken gi- 
ant of “failfing] to maintain” the 
underground sewage tanks that 
collect wastewater at the KFC at 
94 Fourth Ave., allowing greasy 
wastewater to flood Tyler Nel- 
son and Kimberly Howland’s 
587 Warren St. home, which is 
adjacent to the KFC. 

“The defendants have failed 
to maintain the detainment 
tanks and . . . permitted water to 
run off its property from the 
tanks which have caused dam- 
ages to [Nelson and Howland’s] 
house,” court papers state. 

The suit ileges that KFC 
and its landlord “refused to take 
the necessary remedial steps to 
correct and cure these condi- 
tions,” even after the Warren 
Street couple informed them of 
the problem. 

The couple bought the new 


three-story, brick house for 
$865,000 in 2004. They were 
the first inhabitants of the 
home, one of many brick. Fed- 
eral-style houses built in the 
fast-gentrifying neighborhood. 
The house is KFC’s closest 
neighbor, just a Styrofoam 
clamshell toss from fast-food 
restaurant’s dnve-through lane. 

Three years later, the couple 
says the bottom floor of the 
house has been rendered unsafe 
by a tide of sewer-bound water. 
Last spring, the couple moved 
temporarily to California, in- 
tending to stay until the lawsuit 
is resolved and the house is re- 
paired. A renter is currently liv- 
ing there at a discounted rate. 

One day after Monday’s rain- 
storm, a drain in the KFC drive- 
way that runs next to Nelson and 
Howland’s home was clogged by 
two crushed Budweiser cans. 

Michael Colon, the lawyer 
representing KFC’s landlord, said 

sponsibility of the tenant, KFC. 

A manager of the Fourth Av- 
enue KFC declined to com- 
ment, as did a corporate spokes- 
person for KFC. 
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Fight ends in bloodshed 


Out-of-control Dodge slams 





grabbed her purse off the baby 
carriage she was pushing. The 
handbag contained $29 in cash 
and her credit cards. 

Before the thief could es- 
cape, a policeman patrolling the 
crowded plaza nabbed him. The 
purse was returned to the 
woman with nothing missing. 

No brakes 

A 34-year-old Park Slope 
woman was robbed by a bicy- 
cle-riding bandit outside her 
home on First Street between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues at 
11 pm on July 28, police said. 

The bandit accosted his prey 
without ever getting off his two- 
wheel steed, shoving into her 
with the bike and grabbing her 
handbag as she fell to the ground. 
He got away with a bag contain- 
ing a cellphone and $150 in cash, 
fleeing west on First Place. 

The bag, the bike and the 
bandit remain missing. 

Bank robber 

A robber held up a bank on 
the comer of Fifth Avenue and 
13th Street on July 23 at 1:40 
pm using nothing more than a 
handwritten note, police said. 

The robber, clad in a yellow 
straw fedora and a white shirt, 
patiently waited in line at the 
bank until his turn at the teller’s 
counter. Upon reaching the 
counter, he handed the employ- 
ee a small scrap of paper. 

“You have three seconds to 
give me all the money or I’ll 
kill you,” the note said. She 
complied with his request and 
he fled the small, glass-fronted 
bank with $2,157 in cash. The 
robber took back his hand-writ- 
ten death threat before leaving. 


corner 


The Brooklyn Paper 

An out-of-control Dodge 
wreaked havoc in Park Slope on 
Sunday, careening into and 
knocking down the blue scaf- 
folding outside of the old Land- 
mark Pub building on Seventh 
Avenue and Second Street, re- 
portedly taking down the 
awning of the Met Food Market 
next store, and, finally, crashing 
into a tree in front of Maggie 
Moo’s ice cream shop. 

“The tree’s still there, but it’s 
slanted,” said Deja Alston, who 
was working at Maggie Moo’s 
at around 2:30 pm, when the 
accident occurred. 

The driver of the Dodge was 
reportedly taken to New York 
Methodist Hospital. There were 
no other injuries. 

The Buildings Department 
confirmed the course of events 
and sought to assure the public 
that the protective scaffolding 
around the deteriorating Land- 
mark Pub building would be re- 
constructed as soon as possible. 

“The impact from the car led 
to approximately 20 feet of the 
sidewalk shed collapsing,” said 
Kate Lindquist, a Buildings De- 
partment spokeswoman. “[We] 
issued an emergency declaration 
for [the Department of Housing, 
Preservation and Development] 
to repair the sidewalk shed.” 

As reported in The Paper in 
April, a 36-inch piece glass fell 
from the same building, piercing 
the roof of a convertible. No one 
was inside the car. — Rubinstein 


Good at any location. 


WE AllE 

THE BUST PART 

OF YOUR RAY, 

EVERYDAY. 


Mm U® §MM 1 I 5 

Bed / Bath / Laundry Carpets & Doormats Statiouary/School Supplies 

Cooking & Cleaning Pens&f - - * 

Carpets & Rugs Dry-Eras 

Shelves /Storage /Closet Calculate 
i Hooks & Hangers 


AMERICAN 
I HOUSEWARES 


near Landmark Pub 


Sunday's accident left this Dodge lodged to a tree on Seventh Avenue. 


PARK SLOPE 

191 15TH ST. BROOKLYN 
T:718.965.6200 
OPEN 24HRS 


HARBOR 


www.harborfitness.com 


BAY RIDGE 

9215 4TH AVE. BROOKLYN 
T:718. 238. 9400 
OPEN 24HRS 


try-all 


Dissension over 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Williamsburg appeared divid- 
ed Tuesday over plans for a 
massive waterfront development 
at the Domino Sugar plant site. 

At a public hearing in Man- 
hattan, affordable housing ad- 


vocates said they wanted to see 
the project move forward, but 
elected officials were demand- 
ing that brakes be applied. 

Two elected officials 
slammed the development, one 
demanding that all of the pro- 
ject’s nine skyscrapers be short- 
ened to fewer than 30 stories, 
the other calling for a drastic in- 
crease in affordable housing 

“The current plan for the 
Domino Sugar site as proposed 
is unacceptable at this point,” 
said Elizabeth Hynes, legisla- 
tive assistant for Assemblyman 
Vito Lopez (D-Bushwick), at a 
public “scoping” hearing for 
the development hosted by the 
City Planning Commission. 

“Until the 300- and 400-foot 
buildings are reduced by at least 
10 stories, the Assemblyman will 
continue to advocate for a bal- 
anced proposal that speaks to all 
the community’s needs,” added 
Hynes, evoking legendary urban 
planner Jane Jacobs’s theory of 
“organic development.” 

According to the developer, 
two of the nine towers will soar 
to 30 stories, while another two 
will top out at 40 stories. 

Councilwoman Diana Reyna 
(D- Williamsburg) said she 
would not support the plan unless 
it included 1,000 (rather than 
660) units of affordable housing, 
and an additional 500 units for 
moderate-income families. 

At the hearing, a number of 
local affordable housing advo- 
cates spoke passionately in fa- 
vor of the plan, including Matt 
Sollett, an outreach coordinator 
for Churches United. 

“Domino is an important op- 
portunity to bring affordable 
housing to our community,” he 
said. “We must not let anything 
get in the way of developing as 
much affordable housing as 
possible.” 

The 11-acre site, bounded by 
the East River, Wythe Avenue, 
South Fifth and Grand streets, 
would also include a public wa- 
terfront esplanade, a floating 
dock for a Water Taxi, about 
four acres of public open space, 
and a “community facility.” 

The comments submitted 
during the hearing, and the en- 
suing ten-day written comment 
period (to expire on Aug. 10), 
are meant to assist the City 
Planning Commission in fram- 
ing a Draft Environmental Im- 
pact Statement. 

The plan needs to go through 
this review because the site 
would have to be rezoned from 
manufacturing to residential to 
accommodate the new develop- 

If approved, the project 
could be completed by 2016. 

Esteban Duran, a neighbor- 
hood resident and community 
board member, hopes the project 
is completed sooner rather than 

“I grew up here when the 
area was impoverished and 
drug-riddled,” said Duran. 
“The plan CPC has put togeth- 
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78TH PRECINCT 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A fight over a woman end- 
ed in a stabbing outside a bar 
on Fifth Avenue near 12th 
Street in the pre-dawn hours 
of July 29, police said. 

The bloody brawl began when 
a 40-year-old man driving past 
the nightspot around 3 am no- 
ticed his girlfriend outside with 
another man and pulled over. The 
cuckolded lover and his lady ar- 
gued for several minutes until the 
other man came outside. The 
fight grew physical, with the two 
men exchanging blows on the 
sidewalk. When a friend of the 
disgruntled boyfriend came out- 
side and tried to break things up, 
the other man whipped out a 
knife. The 41-year-old friend was 


stabbed in the lower torso six 
times before his attacker sped off 
in red Dodge pickup. 

Georgia mind 

A 31 -year-old lost a $200 
Cingular cell phone, a credit 
card, house keys and his Geor- 
gia driver’s license when a thug 
broke into his gym locker on 
July 28 at 3:15 pm, police said. 

The man hadn’t locked his 
valuables when he left the locker 
room for a work out at the Park 
Slope YMCA on Ninth Street be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues. 
(Police recommend a lock for 
even the shortest treadmill trot). 


A gym rat ripped off another 
Park Slope Y patron the next 
day at 10 am, police said. 

The July 29 locker break-in 
stumped officers who reported no 
signs of forced entry. Police said 
the 29-year-old Park Slope victim 
lost $45 in cash and a credit card. 

Candy of baby 

A 36-year-old woman nearly 
got her purse nabbed while 
shopping for fresh produce at 
the Grand Army Plaza farmer’s 
market on July 28. 

The woman was strolling 
through stands of fresh peaches 
and strawberries when a hood 
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Some old story 
'saving’ Ridge 

I f you listened to enough Van 
Halen as a teen, you quickly 
realized that all their songs 
were the same; only the words 
changed. But this affliction is not 
limited to ’80s power rock. 

Local preservationists’ anger 
over a developer’s plan to tear 
down a beloved structure on 
Fourth Avenue and replace it with 
condos also sounds familiar, a 
war between some residents and 
some builders akin to showdowns 
between Rosie and Donald, Bush 
and 75 percent of the American 
public, or those in the “Less Fill- 
ing” camp and those who prefer a beer with “Great taste.” 
The newest controversy is over a plan to demolish the Bay 
Ridge Funeral Ftome, at 7614 Fourth Ave., and replace it with 
a seven-story, 28-unit apartment building. You didn’t need to 
be a weatherman to know the way this wind would blow: A 
downzoning two years ago covered most of Bay Ridge — 
but not Fourth Avenue, and now developers are eying the 
wide, two-way street. 

Of course, this is an important story, and a serious commu- 
nity concern, but it’s hard to discuss it until residents confront 
exacdy what the real issues are and what is at stake. 

It won’t be easy. 

The schism hits at the very heart of the two most prevalent 
community concerns; the skyrocketing cost of housing and 
the maintenance of community integrity. Most residents be- 
lieve that part of what makes Bay Ridge the greatest place in 
Brooklyn is the unique ar- 
chitecture, the open 
spaces, and the small- 
town feel, but they also 
want to be able to afford 


The problem with being 
anti-development and pro- 
affordable housing is akin 
to wanting to have your 
cake and eat it, too. As the 
population continues to 
grow, the demand for 
housing increases, and if it 
isn’t matched by an in- 
crease in supply, the price 
goes up in direct proportion. It isn’t rocket science, just too 
many hungry people and not enough cake. 

But not all is lost. 

There is only one solution, albeit an unconventional one, 
which would allow Bay Ridge to thwart developers and bring 
the price of housing down — make Bay Ridge an undesirable 
place to live. 

Yellow Hooker has three quick suggestions right off the 
bat: 1 . replace the best restaurants with banks and 99 cent 
stores; 2. infest the community with undesirable vermin, like 
skunks and raccoons; 3. don’t bother to fix the stench coming 
from the Owls Head sewage treatment plant. 

If that plan fails (it has), new people will still want to come 
to Bay Ridge, so the community will just have to accept that 
its biggest curse is its own success. Some bullet is going to 
have to get bitten — but which one remains unclear. 

Until then, the addresses might change, but the war between 
developers and preservationists is all just the same oF song. 

Matthew Lysiak is a regular contributor to The Brooklyn Paper 
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Push Hurst bike path fix 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The restoration of the Shore 
Parkway Greenway is only 
half finished, Rep. Vito Fos- 
sella charged this week. 

The hefty $20-million repair 
of a crumbling seawall from the 
69th Street Pier to the Ver- 
razano-Narrows Bridge was 
fast-tracked by the city, but now 
needs to be extended all the 
way to Bensonhurst, said Fos- 
sella (R-Bay Ridge). 

The section of the path be- 
tween the Verrazano and Bay 
Parkway is a chronic headache 
for bikers, who can’t enjoy the 
beautiful waterfront view be- 
cause looking away from the 
path for even a second could lead 
to being swallowed by a hole. 

Hence, Fossella’s July 13 let- 
ter to the city Parks Department 
that said the earlier repairs pre- 
sented “a unique opportunity to 
continue the renaissance of the 
waterfront and enhance our 
green spaces by renovating the 
Bensonhurst leg of the prome- 

The letter did not promise 
any federal funds to make the 
repairs happen, but Fossella 
vowed to “work with” the city 
to reach that end. 

Bikers hope he does. 

“It is ridiculous how broken 
up the path is,” said Chad Nar- 
dine. “I thought they were re- 
pairing the entire path. I had no 
idea they were planning on only 


repairing part of the path.” 

In March 2005, pressure 
from Fossella forced federal and 
city agencies to get moving on 
the seawall repairs. Almost two 
years to the day after work be- 
gan, the greenway was again 


open for business. 

But only halfway. 

And that’s like jabbing a stick 
into the spokes of Bensonhurst 

“For too long, the Benson- 
hurst leg has been neglected, 


and we’ve received many com- 
plaints from residents,” said 
Community Board 1 1 Chairman 
Bill Guarinello. 

“This stretch is heavily used 
by walkers, bicyclists and fami- 
lies throughout the year.” 



The city fixed the Bay Ridge portion of the Shore Parkway greenway, but now Rep. Vito Fos- 
sella wants the rest of the job done. 


Piece of cake: Dyker downzoned 



Locals celebrated the downzoning of Dyker Heights with a 
cake featuring a map of ... the downzoning of Dyker Heights! 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Dyker Heights will have its 
re-zoning, and eat it too. 

A city plan to block over-de- 
velopment in the low-rise neigh- 
borhood was approved by the 
City Council on Wednesday, and 
community officials heralded 
the news by cutting into a cake 
decorated with icing that de- 
tailed the new zoning changes. 

“The cake is unique because 
it has the entire zoning map on 
it,” said Josephine Beckmann, 
district manager of Community 
Board 10, which covers part of 
the downzoned neighborhood. 
“And it tasted good, too.” 

The bill, which is expected 
to be signed by Mayor 
Bloomberg given that it was his 
Department of City Planning 
that pushed the idea, would bar 


high-rise development in the 
160-odd blocks between 62nd 
and 86th streets. 

“This plan [places] more em- 
phasis on contextual develop- 
ment,” said Councilman Vince 
Gentile (D-Bay Ridge). 

Dyker Heights is just the lat- 
est neighborhood to demand 
that the city protect its character 
by downzoning. Park Slope, 
Carroll Gardens and Fort 
Greene have also completed or 
are working on similar zoning 
changes. 

Opponents say that down- 
zoning results in less housing 
— which is critically needed as 
Brooklyn grows. 

Despite this opposition, resi- 
dents of Bath Beach have be- 
gun researching a possible 
downzone. 

Stay tuned. — Lysiak 
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The Duane Reade at Senator Street and Fourth Avenue re- 
cendy closed. The “Phantom” who chronicles his opinions at Bay 
Ridge Blog, is pushing for a Walbaum's supermarket to fill the 
vacancy. ... If state Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) was 
out of the spotlight for a few days, we might have an explanation: 
A source tells Pie Sink he hasn’t been able to put down the new 
Harry Potter book. . . . One Ridge heavyweight wants to be a big 
loser. “Fat March,” a new reality television series featuring Bay 
Ridge’s local legend Will Millender, premieres on Aug. 7 at 9 
pm on ABC. . . . Our pal Sam Carrion just got cited for “out- 
standing academic achievement” in his Spanish class at Dart- 
mouth, which ain’t a bad school if you ask us. His mom, Kath- 
leen, is psyched. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


Bandits hit area stores 


Thieves successfully broke 
into a local drug store after 
ripping off the back door, but 
a quick response by police 
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busted up the luly 23 heist be- 
fore the thugs could make off 
with any loot. 

The bandits allegedly re- 
moved the door and cut power 
to the alarm of the Third Avenue 
drug store, which is near 69th 
Street. Cops responded only 
minutes after the 2 am break-in, 
scaring the thieves away. An 
employee reported that nothing 
was stolen from the store. 

Skin stealer 

A pimple-popping punk was 
caught stealing $25 1 .43 worth 
of skin products from an 18th 
Avenue pharmacy on July 20, 
police said. 

The thug entered the drug 
store, which is near 65th Street, 
and headed right for the skin- 
care aisle. Just before 1 pm, he 
started packing away the stolen 
goods, but a store security 
guard stopped him when he 
tried to flee. The guard held the 
thief until police showed up. 

The products were returned 
to the pharmacy. 

Grocery grab 

An 86th Street bodega was 
robbed of cash and electronics a 
half hour after it closed July 20. 

The alarm at the store, which 
is near Bay 28th Street, went 
off around 8:15 pm, sending 
police rushing to the scene of 
the break-in. But the fuzz got 
there too late, as thugs had al- 
ready managed to take $600 
and the owner’s computer, po- 
lice said. 

Fortunately, the store has a 
surveillance camera, which will 
help in the investigation. 


Store swipe 

A New Utrecht Avenue con- 
venience store was robbed 
overnight on July 18, losing its 
register and front door. 

Thugs broke into the store, 
which is near 67th Street, at 
around 3 am by smashing in the 
front door. A bystander flagged 
down a cop, but it was too late. 
The duo had already left with 
the cash register. 

Fortunately for the owner, 
only $60 was in the register. 

Mamma mia! 

An 86th Street pizzeria chain 
was burglarized overnight on 
July 23 after a thief broke in 
through a wall and swiped the 
cash from the register. 

The burglar broke into the 
pizzeria, which is near Bay 13th 
Street, at around 2 am, ham- 
mering through a side hallway 
and tearing through the sheet 
rock with a crowbar. Once in- 
side, he stole $570 from the 
cash register, and left through 
the same hole, police said. 

store thef 

23-year-old mother had 
her purse stolen after leaving it 
unattended on her baby stroller 
inside a Bay Parkway toy store 
on July 17. 

The swipe occurred at 
around 9 pm, within the store, 
which is near Cropsey Avenue. 
The thief lifted the pocketbook 
and fled before the mother even 
knew what happened. 

The thief made off with her 
purse, which contained her cell- 
phone, credit and debit cards, 
police said. 


Toy s 


^ Brooklyn’s Best 

HOTEL 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 














The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • ( 718 ) 834-9350 


August 4, 2007 


Locals say new supermarket 
stinks; fix is in the works 



1R 

Great Wall Supermarket is trying t 


change its smelly ways. 


Complaints 
abound for 
Fort Ham 
market 

By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Would you prefer paper, 
plastic, or sewage? 

After locals complained 
about too much trash, traffic 
and noise, Great Wall Super- 
market on Fort Hamilton Park- 
way near 67th Street has agreed 
to clean up its waste, load and 
unload produce more efficient- 
ly, and quiet its machinery. 

The trouble began shortly af- 
ter the Chinese market opened 
at the end of June and began 
selling fish on the sidewalk, 
making the whole block smell, 
well, like fish were being sold 
on the sidewalk. 

“The smell was just awful 
and it was everywhere,” said 
Joan Mulroy, who lives across 
the street from the market, 
which is housed in the former 
Fortway movie theater. “But it 
wasn’t only fish. There was 


also lot of rotting trash that 
would be left outside attracting 
all kinds of vermin.” 

The fish and garbage weren’t 
the only thing that stunk; the 
noise of the air conditioner and 
traffic problems caused by de- 
liveries also irked residents. 

“Their stock deliveries run 
seven days a week resulting in 
double- and triple-parked tracks 
idling in wait outside our 
homes,” said resident Nina Ba- 

“By using the avenue and 
sidewalks adjacent to residen- 
tial properties to warehouse 
and peddle produce, they have 
imposed upon us a constant 
debilitating noise from the 
beeping of their motorized 
forklift,” Batiato said. 

Residents quickly mobilized 
an effort that included a petition 
drive, and contacting communi- 
ty officials. 

Last Tuesday, concerned res- 
idents took their case to Com- 
munity Board 10, where they 
tried to hammer out an agree- 
ment with representatives of the 
supermarket, who were also on 

The sweet smell of compro- 

The supermarket agreed to 
replace a noisy beeping forklift, 
to try to create a new loading 


zone for tracks, and to deter- 
mine how the storage of trash 
could be improved, according 
to Dana Beecher, who is repre- 
senting Great Wall. 

“We had a productive talk 


and I am confident it will lead 
to a resolution,” said Beecher. 
“It is important that this busi- 
ness thrives, and we are plan- 
ning on having more talks with 
the community.” 


Officials were happy to see 
an open dialogue, but would 
like to see the sidewalk produce 
kept inside. 

“People felt very happy 
about the grocery store’s will- 
ingness to meet with them,” 
said CB10 District Manager 
Josephine Beckmann. “I think 
they are trying to be good 
neighbors, but if they don’t 
agree to keep all their produce 
inside the store, some people 
going to have a problem with 
that.” 

The current state of pes- 
simism is a far cry from the tri- 
umphant press conference tout- 
ing the grocer’s arrival. 

At a February press confer- 
ence to announce its opening, 
owner Spirro Geroulanos prom- 
ised that his supermarket would 
be a cut above the average 
greengrocer (thanks to 20,000 
square feet of space). And resi- 
dents cheered a plan that would 
bring fresh food to a wide su- 
permarket-free zone. 

The School Construction 
Authority originally eyed the 
site, but plans to build a school 
hit a snag when some residents 
raised concerns about the site’s 
proximity to a popular shooting 
range, which is in the basement 
of the adjoining building. 



Park push 

Mayor Bloomberg announced on Wednesday 
plans to finally do something with long-ignored 
Dreier-Offerman Park in Gravesend. The $40-mil- 
lion restoration of the 77-acre park, seen above 
in 2001, will include the construction of three new 
baseball fields, six new soccer fields, kayak 
launches, picnic areas, a bicycle path and a na- 
ture trail. The park will also get a new amphithe- 
ater, a children's playground, a recreation center, 
new restrooms and pavilion. At right, Bloomberg 
is joined by Coney Island Councilman Domenic 
Recchia and Bay Ridge state Sen. Marty Golden. 
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By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 
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POLICE 

BLOTTER 


This thief loves public trans- 
portation. 

A 33-year-old man received a 
call at his Fourth Avenue apart- 
ment about suspicious activity 
on his credit card on July 23. 

By the time the card was can- 
celled, the perp had already pur- 
chased $759 worth of Metro- 
cards, cops say. 

Mister manners 

Cost of armed robbery: $6. 
Avoiding a trip to the Department 
of Motor Vehicles: priceless. 

A 20-year-old woman walking 
on 72nd Street was robbed by a 
man with a knife on July 25. 

The daylight heist went down 
at 3:20 pm, while the victim was 
walking near Third Avenue. A 
man came up from behind bran- 
dishing a knife and demanding: 


The woman promptly handed 
the thug her wallet, but instead 
of running with the loot, the perp 
politely took the cash out, a mea- 
ger $6, and then returned the 
wallet, which contained all her 
identification and credit cards. 

Picture that 


A picture may be worth a 
thousand words, but the camera 
is even costlier. 

A 47-year-old woman’s 78th 
Street apartment was looted of 
jewelry and fancy camera equip- 
ment on July 26. 

The woman left her apartment 
earlier in the day, only to return 


busted open and her apartment 
looted, cops say. 

The burglar made off with 
$10,000 worth of jewelry, and 
two expensive cameras, with a 
combined value of $3,466. 

Gold rush 

Wassup! Now give me your 


around 5 pm, when the 28-year- 
old victim was walking on Fort 
Hamilton Parkway near 72nd 


a friend of his ran over, swiped 
his $350 gold chain off his neck 
and then ran away. 

Curb crashers 

A young woman sitting on a 
curb was harassed by a gang of 
young men, who finally left her 
alone, but not before taking her 
purse on July 28. 
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Deeper look at 
Domino history 

L ast week, in Part I of this story, we 
promised to tell you how north 
Brooklyn survived the Great De- 
pression, why Coca-Cola is sweetened 
with com syrup, where the Metropoli- 
tan Museum got all those Impression- 
ist paintings and how tens of thousands 
of Puerto Ricans and Dominicans 
came to live in Williamsburg. 

It is impossible to answer any of 
these questions without knowing the 
story of the Havemeyer family sugar 
fortune and the greatest Havemeyer 
of them all, the peerless monopolist 
and robber baron H. O. Havemeyer. 

Today, we live in a country in 
which trust, as in antitrust, is a very 
bad word. With a few exceptions — public utilities like Con Edison 
and Keyspan, and Major League Baseball — business monopolies 
are illegal. In the latter years of the 19th century, however, trusts 
were a fact of everyday life. There was a beef trust, an oil trust and 
even a whiskey trust. These were business arrangements under 
which a small number of capitalists manipulated markets, setting 
prices and wages for an industry. One of the greatest of these was the 
Sugar Trust, largely controlled by one man, H. O. Havemeyer. 

Throughout the 1880s, his brother Theodore — remembered by 
some as the patriarch of American golf — had gobbled up most of 
the east coast competitors to the family sugar company, creating the 
world’s largest sugar refinery along the East River. Not satisfied with 
profiting from the sweat of hundreds of thousands of poor 
Caribbeans, Theodore ruthlessly exploited American workers in 
Greenpoint and Williamsburg, at times calling in the police to fire at 
striking labor unionists. Some of them shot back and the cobble- 
stones of Kent Avenue ran red with blood. 
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“The men were blindly 
led to strike by agitators, 
by Socialists and Com- 
munists,” he told the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle.” 

In 1891 H. O. Have- 
meyer succeeded to the 
title of “Sugar King,” 
forming the American 
Sugar Refining Compa- 
ny, maker of the famous 
Domino brand. Under H. 
O., American Sugar 
gained control of the 
Cuban and Hawaiian sug- 
ar cane fields, as well as 
all of the western U.S. 
markets. As he expanded 
into coffee, banks and 
railroads, Havemeyer be- 
came so bulletproof that 
he thumbed his nose at a subpoena from the U.S. Senate — he was 
arrested, put on trial and, ultimately, acquitted. In 1898, when the 
Cuban fight for independence from Spain began to hurt his business 
to the tune of $200 million per year, he demanded and got American 
military intervention. 

According to the Encyclopedia of New York City, “the American 
Sugar Refining Company accounted] directly and indirectly for 98 
percent of the national production by 1907.” H. O. Havemeyer also 
used his vast political influence to bring about tariffs on imported re- 
fined sugar, while exempting the raw sugar imports that fed his re- 
finery. “The tariff is the mother of trusts,” he blandly explained. 

As any economist will tell you, monopolies are inefficient and, in 
time, will bring about their own destruction. This was also true of the 
Sugar Trust, but while it lasted, H. O. Havemeyer’s life’s work made 
him an immense amount of money. 

To be fair, not all of its net effects were evil. Nothing as big and as 
complex as the Sugar Trust can be all good or all bad. During the 
Great Depression of the 1930s, while millions of American workers 
nearly starved, thousands of families in north Brooklyn put food on 
the table thanks to jobs at American Sugar. Even today, it is hard to 
find a longtime resident of the neighborhood who did not work at the 
refinery or who cannot name a relative who did. 

In 1932 and 1933 — in the midst of the Depression — the com- 
pany made record profits. Employing over 5,000 men and women, 
American Sugar was considered one of the stablest and best-run 
companies in the country. 

Before WWII, sugar served as the sole sweetener of soft drinks, 
candy and baked goods. Without significant competition from artifi- 
cial sweeteners, beet sugar or com syrup, cane sugar consumption 
reached an all-time high. 

Next week: The conclusion of the story, including what Mrs. 
Havemeyer did with her husband’s money, how Edgar Degas paid 
the rent, what happened to the Caribbean cane fields and why no 
sugar is being refined at the Domino Sugar refinery today. 


Tom Gilbert is a Greenpoint-based historian and writer 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Scarano cries foul, as 
Billyburgers blame him 
for problems on L-line 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Some Williamsburg ac- 
tivists are scolding Brooklyn 
starchitect Robert Scarano for 
the accidental drilling of a hole 
into the Bedford Avenue sub- 
way station by workmen con- 
structing new luxury condos 
that he designed. 

But Scarano fired back, 
telling The Stoop that he’s be- 
ing unjustly scapegoated ... 

“I’m being unfairly blamed 
for construction problems in 
Williamsburg,” said Scarano. “I 
never knew architects got stop- 
work orders.” 

On July 27, the Department 
of Buildings issued the dreaded 
stop-work order to the owners 
of a sleek, glass, nine-unit de- 
velopment called The Modem 
Williamsburg, on North 7th 


Street, between Driggs Avenue 
and Roebling Street, directly 
above the L-train subway sta- 
tion. The order cited the crew 
for “drilling into the subway 
wall” of the station. 

According to Scarano, the re- 
sponsibility for overseeing the 
work site is not his — it’s the 

But Evan Thies, the chairman 
of Community Board 1 ’s envi- 
ronment committee, countered 
that “the architect decides what 
work is necessary or possible at 
a construction site.” 

“He has a history of taking 
risks with the types of plans he 
tries to get built,” added Thies. “If 
you are building a building that 
does not fit in the footprint and 
can’t be supported by the founda- 
tion, then that’s a problem.” 

Philip DePaolo, who lives 
down the street from The Mod- 
em Williamsbuig, agrees. 


“All these developers that 
want to abuse the system hire 
him, because he’s good at it,” 
said DePaolo. “Anything that 
Scarano ’s involved with on this 
block, we’re very careful.” 

Scarano is no stranger to the 
consternation of neighbors or the 
Buildings Department. He is 
widely credited wim pioneering 
the use of mezzanines to get 
around square footage limitations 
in the city’s zoning laws. Last 
year, Scarano agreed to surrender 
his right to “self-certify” his de- 
signs. Now, unlike most archi- 
tects, he must first get city ap- 
proval for his designs. 

In recent months, some 
pohucians, particularly Council- 
man Bill DeBlasio (D-Park 
Slope), have begun targeting 
Scarano. DeBlasio has repeated- 
ly called on the state to rescind 
Scarano’s architecture license 
— something Scarano called 


“shakedown tactics.” 

“A lot of these politicians are 
using this to self-aggrandize, 
like this whole thing with De- 
Blasio,” said Scarano. 

DePaolo, otherwise a fierce 
Scarano critic, agreed. 

“Now all the electeds are go- 
ing after him because it’s politi- 
cally prudent,” said DePaolo. 

Despite the complaints, 
Scarano is a prolific architect. 
He has designed more than 75 
projects in Brooklyn, and more 
than 400 city wide. In Decem- 
ber, he estimated he had another 
200 in the works. 

And he has little doubt that 
he will survive this latest 
brouhaha, too. 

“A friend of mine told me peo- 
ple call me ‘the Energizer Bun- 
ny,”’ said Scarano. No matter 
what charges are levied against 
him, he just keeps on going 


Sharp division over Domino plans 

Residents, pols debate future of massive sugar plant site 
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An architect's proposal for the Domino Sugar plant site shows tall towers dwarfing an original structure. 

units would be sold to families et 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Williamsburg appeared divided 
Tuesday over plans for a massive 
waterfront development at the Dom- 
ino Sugar plant site. 

At a public hearing in Manhattan, 
affordable housing advocates said 
they wanted to see the project move 
forward, but elected officials were 
demanding that brakes be applied. 

Two elected officials slammed the 
development, one demanding that 
all of the project’s nine skyscrapers 
be shortened to fewer than 30 sto- 
ries, the other calling for a drastic in- 
crease in affordable housing units. 

“The current plan for the Domino 
Sugar site as proposed is unaccept- 
able at this point,” said Elizabeth 
Hynes, legislative assistant for As- 
semblyman Vito Lopez (D-Bush- 
wick), at a public “scoping” hearing 
for the development hosted by the 
City Planning Commission. 

“Until the 300- and 400-foot build- 
ings are reduced by at least 10 stories, 
the Assemblyman will continue to ad- 
vocate for a balanced proposal that 
speaks to all the community’s needs,” 
added Hynes, evoking legendary ur- 
ban planner Jane Jacobs’s theory of 


“organic development.” 

According to the developer, two 
of the nine towers will soar to 30 
stories, while another two will top 
out at 40 stories. 

Councilwoman Diana Reyna (D- 
Williamsburg) said she would not 
support the plan unless it included 
1 JlOO (rather than 660) units of afford- 
able housing, and an additional 500 
units for moderate-income families. 

Community Preservation Corpo- 


ration and CPC Resources Inc. plan 
to transform the site of the old 
Domino Sugar plant into a multi- 
use complex with nine new towers 
containing up to 2,400 units of 
housing. Thirty percent (or 660) of 
the units would be so-called afford- 
able rentals, 100 units for families 
earning up to $21,000 a year, 330 
for families earning up to $42,000, 
and another 100 rentals for low-in- 
come seniors. The remaining 130 


ing up to $90,000. 

At the hearing, a number of local 
affordable housing advocates spoke 
passionately m favor of the plan, in- 
cluding Matt Sollett, an outreach co- 
ordinator for Churches United. 

“Domino is an important oppor- 
tunity to bring affordable housing to 
our community,” he said. “We must 
not let anything get in the way of de- 
veloping as much affordable hous- 


ing as possible.” 

The 11-acre site, bounded by the 
East River, Wythe Avenue, South 
Fifth and Grand streets, would also 
include a public waterfront es- 
planade, a floating dock for a Water 
Taxi, about four acres of public open 
space, and a “community facility.” 

While most of the plant’s build- 
ings, many well over 100 years old, 
will be demolished, the developers 
plan to reuse the soon-to-be-land- 
marked Filter House/Pan House/Fin- 
ishing House buildings, on Kent Av- 
enue between South Second and 
South Third streets. 

The comments submitted during 
the hearing, and the ensuing ten-day 
written comment period (to expire 
on Aug. 10), are meant to assist the 
City Planning Commission in fram- 
ing a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement. 

The plan needs to go through this 
review because the site would have 
to be rezoned from manufacturing to 
residential to accommodate the new 
development. 

If approved, the project could be 
completed by 2016. 

Esteban Duran, a neighborhood 
resident and community board mem- 
ber, hopes the project is completed 
sooner rather than later. 

“I grew up here when the area 
was impoverished and drug-rid- 
dled,” said Duran. “The plan CPC 
has put together is great. As an ur- 
ban professional who earns over 
$50,000, 1 still can’t afford to live in 
the neighborhood.” 
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Cooking & Cleaning 
Carpets & Rugs 
Shelves / Storage / Closet 
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Toaster Ovens 
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Flashlights 
Tool Kits 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 
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Deflated! Viagra maker pulls out of Brooklyi 


It's hip, it's hot, 
it s happening — 


and it 's our beat! 


Brooklyn Heights-Downtown Edition • Carroll Gardens-Cobble Hill Edition • Fort Greene-Clinton Hill Edition 
Park Slope Edition • Williamsburg-Bushwick-Greenpoint Edition • Bay Ridge-Bensonhurst Edition 


Pet Health 
Questions ? 

Ask Dr . Dendtler 


Keep reading the best coverage of 

WILLIAMSBURG, 
BUSHWICK & GREENPOINT 


Every week at www.BrooklynPaper.com and in 


Providing Veterinary Care 

at 


Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 


Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 
The Animal Medical Center NYC 


■Vaccinations 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
Skin Disorders 'Microchip Implants 
Dental Care 'Surgery 
House Calls 'Lab Tests 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

(718) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


Scupture suffers 

Vandals have destroyed Charon Luebbers's "Urban Fossil 
Bird Woman," a key part of the Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition's 25th anniversary show in the park at the 
foot of Main Street in DUMBO. The sculpture (above), an 
abstract piece that evokes the spirit of flight and freedom, 
was intact as of July 6. But by July 21 , it had lost the top 
section and was transformed into a jagged golden ruin 
(right). "Somebody broke it!" one park-goer said. "Peo- 
ple put nice stuff up and other people come and destroy 
it. That's not nice." — Harry Cheadle 


The Brooklyn Paper 


The Witnesses 
next door 

J ehovah’s Witnesses believe 
there is room for only 144,000 
people in heaven. They don’t 
celebrate birthdays, Thanksgiving, 

Christmas or Easter. They don’t vote, 
participate in political discussions 
or join the military. And they’ve al- 
ready miscalculated the end of the 
world at least once. Armageddon, 
they said, would be in 1975. 

The population of Brooklyn 
Heights is about 22,500. We cele- 
brate almost every possible holiday, 
especially the Fourth of July, and 
even host a canine costume parade 
for Halloween. We think the end of 
the world will probably be the re- 
sult of global wanning, or at the 
hands of George W. Bush. Whichever comes first. 

Both groups love their real estate, but besides that, do we 
have anything else in common? The majority of Heights resi- 
dents know very little about Jehovah’s witnesses, despite the fact 
the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society has made its home in the 
neighborhood since 1909. 

I decided it was time for a religious mission of my own. 

The Witnesses typically meet for three gatherings a week and 
last Sunday morning was open to the public. The meeting was 
entitled, “Coping with Life’s Anxieties.” Perfect, let me just get 
a cup of coffee first. 

The Sunday talk welcomes the public, and about 20 percent 
of worshippers at Sunday’s gatherings are not part of the regular 
congregation. But they are other Witnesses, people from across 
the globe — Venezuela, Haiti, Australia, Belgium — religion 
tourists to the sect’s world headquarters. It seems I was the only 
member of the public with a three-block commute. 

Inside the Brooklyn Heights “Kingdom Hall,” which is on 
Willow Street near Orange Street, there were no crucifixes or 
images of any kind — only a simple auditorium and an unas- 
suming pulpit for speakers. No stained glass. No relics. It hardly 
looked like a place of worship. 

I told the woman next to me that I lived down the street and am 
unaffiliated with the Witnesses. She looked surprised. “That’s very 
brave of you,” she said. 

Brother Clark, an elder, took to the front wearing a simple 
suit. The answer to dealing with anxiety, he said, is to put your 
suffering on “Jehovah,” until you can find a more permanent 
cure in God’s kingdom. Shoot. I’m screwed. 

Clark gave several examples from the Bible, like how Noah 
built the arc despite ridicule from his neighbors. Just like Noah, 
he said, the Witnesses have been asked to carry out the word of 
the ministry. To go door-to-door, talk to strangers, preach and 
carry out Jehovah’s will. 

And Jehovah’s will is clear — spread the word of the Second 
Coming of Jesus, which could happen at any moment. 

The pressure is on to get the word out. 

When the Bible study ended, several people approached me to 
chat — which is one of the major elements of their religious mission. 

“You don’t have a Bible,” one said. “I can tell you’re not 
from here,” said another. “I really like your dress,” said a third. 

I met Carmen, a young woman who lives on Henry Street. 
She invited me to tour the Witnesses’ many buildings in the area 
next week, gave me her phone number and smiled warmly. 

I was intrigued and her sentiment was refreshing, but with Je- 
sus’s second coming looming in the distance, it was hard not to 
think her approach had ulterior motives. 

But then again, as New Yorkers we tend to question every- 
one’s authenticity. Is anyone nice just to be nice? After two 
hours at the Kingdom Hall, I didn’t find a major commonality 
between the congregation and myself. But as far as individuals 
go, Carmen is one of the friendliest people I’ve ever met. And 
until she proves otherwise, I’m happy to call her my neighbor. 
Juliana Bunim is a writer who lives in Brooklyn Heights 



By Juliana Bunim 


Coffee shop 
seeks support 
for its mural 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


If a Clinton Hill muralist and a local coffee shop owner can 
convince preservationists of the merit of their idea, the maroon- 
colored wall of Tillie’s fronting on Vanderbilt Avenue will bear a 
multi-colored map of the neighborhood, on which residents will 
be able to paint dots indicating where they live. 

“The mural I’m planning for Tillie’s will [enable us to] see how 
we really live on top of each other,” said the mural’s creator Ellie 
Balk. 

There is one fly in the paint: because Tillie’s sits at the edge of a 
the Fort Greene Historic District (at the comer of Vanderbilt and 
DeKalb avenues), the city’s Landmarks Preservation Commission 
must first approve the de- 
sign. Such alterations of his- 
toric sites often become 

Sharon Barnes, of the 
Clinton Hill Association, 
cautioned that allowing the 
mural in a historic district 
could lead to an avalanche 
of similar out-of-character 
alterations. 

“A lot of artwork that is 
proposed is very nice and 
agreeable and there’s a temp- 
tation to say yes,” said 
Barnes. “But in a land- 
marked neighborhood, one 
has to be careful about prece- 
dent, because, ultimately, it 
won’t look like a historic dis- 

Bames cited the mural de- 
picting a chef that went up 
recently on the side of Chez 
Oscar, the popular DeKalb Avenue boite at the comer of Adelphi 
Street. 

“The painting is really charming,” said Barnes. “But it has to be 
limited. And one man’s art is another man’s graffiti.” 

Even so, Balk remains hopeful. After all, her recent mural on St. 
James Place and Gates Avenue, painted by about 100 community 
members during 10 hours of a recent block party, was a great suc- 



A young tyke and her mom paint 
one of Ellie Balk's murals. A pro- 
posed mural in Fort Greene has 
raised eyebrows. 


I 


“These are very much community murals,” said Balk. “I was put- 
ting a varnish on it, and all these kids were walking by with their 
parents and saying, ‘Mommy, I did that.’” 

Balk hopes to have the Tillie’s mural painted by Sept. 7 to coin- 
cide with the opening of an exhibition of her art at the coffee shop. 

Her proposal is pending approval by the city’s Landmarks Pre- 
servation Commission, which declined comment for this story. 

But Balk thinks she has the right mural in the right location. 
“Vanderbilt Avenue separates Clinton Hill from Fort Greene, and 
Tillie’s was the first coffee shop in the neighborhood,” she ex- 
plained. 

“It’s the pinnacle of community gathering, it’s an important street. 
It just seemed perfectly right to do it there.” 

According to Balk, Patricia Mulcahy, the owner of Tillie’s, supports 
of the project. While Mulcahy could not be reached for comment, one 
of her employees sounded thrilled by the idea. 

“Oh, that’s so cool!” he said. “I work here and I didn’t even 
know that!” 
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Teach your kids about 
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call 1 -800-75-CONED 
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daycare 5 boarding 

222-4900 
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■ 2 supervised playgrounds - fun fi SAFE 
| ■ web cams- watcn your dog play 

I ■ curbside pick up and drop off 
I • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
I ■ individual attention 

[ 1 multi-pet G long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
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Life's great moments 
happen spontaneously 


Chang gets $22M for a hotel 
—on Butler St and Third Ave! 


Waddle’s 
next for 
penguins 
of DUMBO 


90% off your initiation 

Now with a $24.90 initiation fee with pre-payment of 2 months dues 

+4 free Personal Training sessions 

(worth $320) 

Offer ends August 25th 


eastern athletic 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Hotelier Sam Chang has 
sold his barely three-month- 
old Comfort Inn Hotel for 
more than $22 million. 

Magna Hospitality, the 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The world’s largest online 
penguin paraphernalia retailer 
— Brooklyn’s own “Penguin 
Place” — is so ruffled by a 
Hollywood-inspired explosion 
in competition, that he’s re- 
tooling his Web site. 

“I went from being the only 
penguin store online to one of a 


few,” said Eric Bennett, refer- 
ring to the impact that the two 
hit movies, “March of the Pen- 
guins” and “Happy Feet,” had 
on his business. “The pie got 
bigger, and it got sliced up. My 
sales stayed the same.” 

Bennett, a mid-sized, round- 
faced, dad-about-DUMBO, has 
operated www.penguin-place. 
com for 10 years. This is the 
first time his dominion over the 
online penguin paraphernalia 
business has been challenged. 
Or even, frankly, noticed. 

In response to competition 
from sites like www.penguins 
onparade.com and www.pen- 
guingiftshop.com, Bennett, 47, 
will re-launch his Web site this 

“My present ‘Penguin Place’ 
is . . . very cute and quaint, and 
everyone likes it, but folks are 
driving past and going to the 
mall,” he said. 

Bennett has been in the busi- 
ness of selling penguin bric-a- 
brac for 20 years, his Web site 
preceded by actual retail out- 
lets. 

Since 1997, he’s run his Web 
site out of what he’s dubbed 
“The Igloo” — a home office 
on the fifth floor of a decrepit 
old factory that some call the 
“DUMBO Museum” for its ap- 
parent refusal to go luxury, like 
the rest of its neighbors in 
Brooklyn’s SoHo. 

The Igloo itself harkens back 
to a less orderly age: extensions 
cords hang from dirty pipes, 
while brown boxes erupt with 
penguin onesies, T-shirts, slip- 
pers, wallpaper, and less mun- 
dane penguin items, like the 
Waddling Penguin Pooper — 
which, after you wind it up, de- 
posits small brown plastic can- 


Eric Bennett has a penguin paraphernalia company located in DUMBO. Here, he is 
his office with some of the product. 


dies from its behind (yes, it’s a 
big seller). 

One of the few penguin 
items not for sale is a bottle of 
Penguin Ale given him by Rex 
Hunt, the former governor of 
the Falkland Islands, home to 
the Rockhopper penguin. 

Some of Bennett’s most ar- 
dent buyers include members of 
the big city philharmonics (ap- 
parently, because they resemble 
penguins in their tuxedos and 
bowties), and a running group 
for overweight people called 
“The Waddlers.” 

Bennett’s entanglement with 
the Gentoos and Blackfoots of 
the world began when he was a 
freshman at Queens College 
and dating his “first real girl- 

“She liked gymnastics, 
the ballet, and she also liked 
penguins,” said Bennett. 
“Me being a normal 18- 
year-old guy, I started get- 
ting her penguins. And she 
reciprocated. It sort of be- 
came known amongst our 
friends and family that pen- 
guins were our thing. 

“When we broke up in 
my junior year, I had a ma- 
jor foothold in penguin pa- 
raphernalia,” said Bennett. 

A couple of years after 
graduating, Bennett visited 
Boston’s Quincy Market, 
which had just been re- 
vamped and was flush with 
stores selling all manner of 


kitschy stuff. 

There was Hog Heaven, with 
its stuffed cows and bovine salt- 
and-pepper shakers, and a uni- 
corn store filled with “mytholog- 
ical things.” So on a dare, 
Bennett visited South Street Sea- 
port and submitted an applica- 
tion to open a penguin pushcart. 

And so, on May 15, 1985, 
“Next Stop South Pole” was 
hatched. The ex-girlfriend de- 
signed the cart, and Bennett 
filled it with penguin items he’d 
bought from toy trade shows. 

“The first week, my parents 
would pull up chairs about 20 
feet away, near the food court, 
and just watch, because they 
couldn’t understand what I was 
doing,” said Bennett. 

Soon, he moved into a kiosk, 
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Some of the merchandise, stored 
in the Igloo in DUMBO. 


and then into a store on Pier 17. 
He eventually had a location in 
Baltimore, seasonal carts in Mi- 
ami and Colorado, a mail-order 
catalog and a quarterly maga- 
zine about penguins called 
“The Penguin Post.” 

Along the way, Bennett nur- 
tured his love for penguins — 
he says, “I’ve never met a pen- 
guin I didn’t like, which is more 
than I can say for most people 

Meanwhile, Bennett has had 
to adapt to a shifting business 
climate. In the 1990s, as the rest 
of the city became more tourist 
friendly, South Street Seaport 
lost its luster. And, the Internet 
grew. Soon, he ran his business 
entirely online. 

“By 2000, I was grossing 
more than $200,000 a year,” 
said Bennett. 

The ex-girlfriend, the pro- 
genitor of Bennett’s penguin 
fixation, and now a purchaser 
of merchandise for Disney 
theme parks, said she’s not sur- 
prised by Bennett’s success. 

“He definitely has an enter- 
prising sort of spirit, so he’s 
able to make it work,” said the 
former flame, Robin Feinsot. 

Bennett was typically hum- 
ble about his accomplishments. 

“I was 24 when I came up 
with the concept,” said Bennett. 
“I also thought a spooky car- 
wash was a good idea.” 
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That's $212,047 per room; 
he paid $800,000 for site 


Rhode Island-based firm that 
has managed the Comfort Inn 
Brooklyn Bridge since its 
opening in December, pur- 
chased the 105-room hotel 
from Chang for $22.27 mil- 
lion, or $212,047 per room. 

According to city records, 
Chang acquired the six-story 
property, at 279 Butler St. (be- 
tween Third Avenue and 
Nevins streets) in 2004 for 
$800,000. 

Chang would not comment 
for this story. 

But in a press release, 
Magna CEO Bob Indeglia cit- 
ed the borough’s “renais- 
sance” as a reason to buy into 
the expanding hotel market. 

Indeglia is hardly the only 
one to sense opportunity in the 
borough’s growing popularity 


with tourists. As The Brook- 
lyn Paper reported in July, the 
borough has seen scores of 
new hotels open for business, 
from the Atlantic Motor Inn in 
Crown Heights to the 282- 
room expansion of the Brook- 
lyn Marriot in Downtown 
Brooklyn. 

Chang alone has plans for 
600 more rooms in the bor- 
ough, according to a recent re- 


port in the Real Deal. Aside 
from the much-talked-about 
200-room hotel planned for 
the comer of Nevins and 
Schermerhom streets, Chang 
will build two hotels in Sunset 
Park: an 80-room hotel on 
38th Street, between Third and 
Fourth avenues, and a 320- 
room Comfort Inn on 59th 
Street at Third Avenue. Both 
are slated to open in 2008. 


With room rates starting be- 
tween $170 to $250 a night at 
the Comfort Inn Brooklyn 
Bridge, it’s not hard to under- 
stand the appeal. 

“We’re in our third month, 
and we are picking up busi- 
ness every day, getting busier 
and busier, and we are trying 
to tell people that Brooklyn is 
not just on the outskirts of 
Manhattan, but it is a destina- 


tion,” said Rebekah Allen, the 
hotel’s director of sales. 

Last week, the hotel was 
sold out for four of seven 

Magna also manages 
Chang’s Hobday Inn Express, 
which opened in 2006 on 
Union Street, between Third 
and Fourth avenues. It is un- 
clear whether Chang intends 
to sell that property too. 


Bed-rest for Congresswoman Clarke 


ie Brooklyn Paper 


Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-Park 
Slope) is on bed-rest in her Flat- 
bush home following surgery 
last Monday to remove 
fibroids, said her s 
Chic Smith. 

Smith said the congress- 
woman would stay on medical 
leave for at least another month. 

Uterine fibroids, non-cancer- 
ous growths in the uterus, ap- 
pear in as many as three out of 
four women, according to the 


Mayo Clinic. In rare cases, the 
fibroids can cause intense pelvic 
pain and singery is required. 

Clarke is still recovering 
from her surgery, and could not 
be reached for comment. 

The former councilwoman 
was elected to the House of 
Representatives last year, fol- 
lowing the retirement of Major 
Owens, who held the seat for 24 
years. His retirement in 2006 
sparked a five-way, divisive 
race for succession that included 


his son, Chris Owens, and 
Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Park Slope.) 

On Tuesday, Smith, Clarke’s 
spokeswoman, took the opportu- 
nity to plug Clarke’s support of 
health care reform, saying, “Un- 
like approximately 46 million 
Americans, Rep. Clarke is for 
nate to have access to health c 
and preventive medicine. She 
courages women to have their 
annual gynecologic exa 
tion.” — Dana Rubinstein 


POST-ITS... 

Continued from page 1 

Rome, Italy. “It makes you think about the future and gives you an 
idea of what other people are thinking about.” 

The to-dos will be recoded and catalogued on group’s Web site, 
www.iUegalart.com. 

The Illegal Artists have held several other projects where the pub- 
lic was encouraged to collaborate, including an endless poem in 
Central Park. 
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Rock of (all) ages 

Kiddie music craze has borough smelling like pre-school spirit 


MUSIC 


I t’s the end of an era for 
Brooklyn parents and then- 
kids; the purple dinosaur 
has become extinct. 

These days, it seems like 
Brooklyn tots are more likely to 
care about Telecasters than Tele- 
tubbies. They’re more involved 
with the local music scene than 
ever, and parents couldn’t be hap- 
pier to park their strollers at the 
nightclub door. 

“There definitely are 100 percent 
more bands performing for kids than 
there were five years ago,” said Jor- 
dan Shapiro, a Carroll Gardens resi- 
dent who performs with kid- 
diecore bands AudraRox and 
Astrograss. “That’s just a 
straight up fact. In Brooklyn, 
more young families are look- 
ing for music outlets.” 

AudraRox, the high-energy 
rock band headed by Audra 
Tsanos, is one of the most sought 
after groups on the adult-kid 
crossover music scene. So 
much so, that some local kids 
follow them like the Grateful 
Dead. 

“My daughter Wyatt lives 
for AudraRox,” said Dean Hattman 
of Park Slope. “We listened to them 
all the way from Brooklyn to North 
Carolina and she fell in love. Once we 
got home, she begged to go to every 
concert.” 

Songs like “I’m Tired,” and “All 
My Toys are Broken,” maintain an 
edgy sound that evokes bands like the 
B-52s and the Replacements, enter- 
taining kids — their younget fans are 
three, but pre-teens can be spotted at 
shows — and meeting the cool quota 
for parents. 

That’s the key to the current crop 
of Brooklyn bands hoping to make 
it onto a kid’s iPod mini — en- 
gage parents instead of annoying 

“Parents hear the music first 
and come up with the idea to go,” 
said Shapiro. It’s smart to appeal 
the whole family, he explained, in- 
stead of being something kids enjoy 
and parents merely tolerate. 

This much was obvious at Grammy- 
winning rock icon Dan Zanes’s recent ' 
concert in Prospect Park. Parents and chil- 
dren alike packed into the bandshell to 
catch a glimpse of the Cobble Hill musician. 
There were so many families that a “pram 
jam,” or pile of double-parked strollers, 



formed. Even local movie star 
Michelle Williams, with baby 
Matilda in tow, took in the all- 
ages party, getting down to Zanes 
hits like “Catch That Train.” 

“The whole idea is to make 
all-ages music. Songs about 
learning to tie your shoes aren’t 
going to have an emotional im- 
pact on a grown-up,” Zanes told 
GO Brooklyn. “But at the same 
time, singing about breaking up 
with a girlfriend or drinking isn’t 
going to appeal to a three-year- 
old. There’s a lot in between.” 
Whether today’s urban parents 
have more sophisticated musical 
backgrounds, or they’re just 
adamant about exposing their kids 
to live music, the demand is there. 
“The Brooklyn parents are just as 
psyched to go to these concerts as 
the kids are,” Shapiro said. 

But kids can be notoriously picky 
— sappy songs about friendship won’t 
always do the trick — and bands need 
to make sure that they keep their pri- 
mary audience entertained. One of Astro- 
grass’s most popular tunes, “Tot Toast,” is 
in the style of an Irish drinking song, and 
calls for kids to raise their cups of juice 
high in the air. “The kids just crack-up,” 
said Shapiro. “They really respond to hu- 
mor. And it leaves parents chuckling.” 

And bands aren’t the only ones catch- 
ing on. Pete’s Candy Store, the popular 
Williamsburg nightclub, got in on the action 
by launching “PB & Jam,” a weekly bar- 
beque and music show that charges a per- 
family cover and provides an afternoon of 
musical amusement. 

Jane Dobson, a Greenpomt resident, re- 
cently took her kids Ryan, 3, and Seth, 6, to 
“PB & Jam,” and had trouble prying them 
away. “We never knew they are both such 
hams,” she said. “If only I had heard about 
this earlier in the summer.” 

Another spot hoping to trade on its kid- 
friendly programming is Mamalu. Owner 
Mariella Salazar began hosting events for fam- 
ilies last year when she opened the “play and 
munch ground.” Now she hosts “Rockin’ Sat- 
See KIDDIE on page 11 



Over the Hill 

It’s been 10 years since Lauryn Hill released her 
critically acclaimed album, “The Miseducation of 
Lauryn Hill,” and elevated herself from hip-hop 
success with the Fugees to pop superstardom. Now 
she’s back, playing a free Aug. 6 show at Wingate 
Field in Crown Heights, 
but does she still have 
“That Thing,” to borrow 
the name of her 1998 
hit, that will draw a 
crowd? Or, more impor- 
tantly, keep one? 

During a recent per- 
formance in California, 
Hill did little to enter- 
tain her fans, many of 
whom demanded re- 
funds for their $89 tick- 
ets. She appeared on- 
stage unkempt and late, 
had difficulty singing over her band and fell on the 
stage. Not exactly the kind of behavior that show 
promoters, or fans, are looking for. Is this any way 
to get back into the public eye? 

“I don’t foresee a comeback anytime soon,” said 
Andrew Simon, a Fort Greene resident and Manag- 
ing Editor of Complex magazine. “I think a come- 
back would mean her being cordoned off for many 
months to bring her career back. . .her shows these 
days range from disappointing to lukewarm.” 

If nothing else, the Aug. 6 show will be a chance 
to watch Hill perform her old standbys and try to 
keep her act together for more than a few songs. 
And if she doesn’t, at least you’re not out $89. 

"An Evening with Lauryn Hill, " will start at 7:30 
pm on Aug. 6 at Wingate Field (Winthrop Street 
between Brooklyn and Kingston avenues in 
Crown Heights). Free. For information, call (718) 
469-1912. — Katie Newingham 



EVENT 


Hobbling boro 


The Village Voice referred to it as “the world’s 
worst bobble head,” and while we wouldn’t go that 
far, the Brooklyn Cyclones decision to make Marty 
Markowitz into a bobble 
head doll and give it out to 
fans is a little strange. 

On Aug. 5, the Brook- 
lyn Cyclones will unveil B 
their miniature version 
of the Borough President 
as part of the “Legends of 
Brooklyn” series, which 
this season will also fea- 
ture miniature toys in 
the likeness of genuine 
legends like Jackie 
Robinson and Don 
Newcombe, and 
world-renowned icons 
like the Brooklyn 

And while it may not 
be the “Talking Marty” 
doll of our fantasies — 
ah, to pull the string 
and hear him say 
“Hellooooo, 

Brooklyn! Fuh- 
geddaboudit!” — 
the frenetic nod- 
ding of the pint- 
sized prez will 
definitely remind us of Marty’s brash and bubbly 
mannerisms. 



“We were already doing ‘Legends of Brook- 
lyn,”’ said Cyclones General Manager Steve Co- 
hen, “and we all thought, ‘Nobody’s more Brooklyn 
than Marty,’ so when he was willing to do it, there 
was no question.” 

The Beep will in attendance at his doll’s unveil- 
ing, but Cohen claimed there are no further plans to 
embarrass the man beyond the doll itself. 

We called the borough president for comment, 
but he didn’t call back. In lieu of a live quote from 
Markowitz, we chatted with the bobble head in- 
stead. Wouldn’t you know, he agreed with every- 
thing we said! 

"Bobblehead Marty" night begins at 5 pm on 
Aug. 5 at Keyspan Park (1600 SurfAve. at West 
16th Street in Coney Island). Tickets start at $7. 
For information, call (718) 5 07-TIXX or visit 
www.brooklyncyclones.com. — Chris Varmus 


“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri & Sat) 


TEMPO 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 


"Major local 
favorite" 

DINE IN • DELIVERY • CATERING 
PRIVATE & CORPORATE PARTIES 


Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 



c 


satisfy your crave... 




Lobsterfest 


lib maine lobster 
$14.80 


Wednesdays 



V. 


440 Bergen St. (5th ave/flatbush) 
2/3 train to Bergen St. Bklyn 
(718) 230-5925 


www.meltrestaurant.com 


J 



busy CHEF 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

71 8.624.31 82 
www.busychef.biz 


Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 

NOW FEATURING DELIVERY m 




BEST MARGARITA IN BROOKLYN 


Parties 

&. Sunday Brunch* 

| includes csmfdiucentary drink, 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • 

Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Cm” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. m- ^ & 45* sts.j (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • ITIC^i as 
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Bet the farm 

Marco Rivero trades pigs for cows and wins 


I 


f anyone deserves a drink, it’s Mar- 
co Rivero. After his short-lived pair- 
ing with fiery chef Jason Neroni 
ended last April in a flurry of petit lar- 
ceny charges and bad press, the restau- 
rateur shuttered Porchetta, his porcine 
parlor of worship, and wasted no time 
starting over. 

Joining forces with Cuban-born 
chef Alex Garcia (Gaucho Steak Com- 
pany, Novo, Calle Ocho), considered 
one of the founders of Nuevo Latino 
cooking, and executive chef Ramone 
Perez, Rivero opened his new restau- 
rant, Camiceria, in just one month. 
And, after dining there, I can say he 
made a great decision. 

With the brutal warm weather 
we’ve been having, sizzling plates of 
meat sounded like they might be a bit 
too much for me. I was relieved to see 
that Garcia’s menu offers lighter fare 
than beef, though. There are seafood 
ceviches, plenty of salads and fish 
dishes, and a fruit soup that may be 
the most attractive, refreshing starter 
on a restaurant menu this season. 

The soup begins with a thick pile of 
corn-studded crabmeat salad in a 
large, shallow bowl. Around the pris- 
tine mound, a waiter poured a vivid 
pink soup of chopped watermelon and 
its juices. You spoon up a bit of the 
delicate seafood, the com adding a 
textural counterpoint, and dip the 
spoon into the fruit broth. It’s a won- 
derfully alive combination: cold, fresh, 
crunchy, sweet and winey, with the 
crab’s white dressing slowly adding 
ribbons of cream to the fruit’s liquid. 

Both the ceviche “camarones,” with 
shrimp and grapefruit, and the 
“mariscos,” a mix of mussels, shrimp, 
octopus, roasted peppers and green 
olives, were clean tasting, but the 
mixed seafood dish fared better than 
the other thanks to the spark of salt 
provided by the olives. The shrimp, 
though sweet and pleasantly tart with 
grapefruit, needed a stronger hand 
with seasoning to come alive. 

Once I was sufficiently cooled by 
the light starters, it was time to dig 
into the “came” that gives the restau- 
rant its name. The meat here is gamier 
than the mild flesh of penned animals 
— the restaurant “proudly serves 




DINING 


glass Street in C; 
MasterCard and 




grass-fed Patagonian free-range beef,” 
in case you’re wondering about the 
cow’s pedigree — a flavor enhanced 
with a good shake of salt at our table. 


Order the “combinacion,” and you’ll 
receive a lean, agreeably chewy skirt 
steak, short ribs buttery with fat, and a 
thick, properly greasy chorizo strong 
with pepper. With all that meat, the 
last thing we needed was an order of 
the “gaucho fries.” They’re cooked in 
soy bean oil and their texture is nearly 
lacey with an evident potato taste. No 
matter what you order, add a plate of 
these fries. 

Food like this calls for big bold 
reds, and the well-priced wine list 
doesn’t disappoint. There are Argen- 
tinean Cabernet Sauvignons, a rich 


On the Marco: Marco Rivero, 
above, shuttered Porchetta in April 
but has come back to the Smith 
Street scene with Camiceria, at left, 
a meat-heavy standout on the 
restaurant row. 


Gamacha from Spain and complex 
Pinot Noirs from California. White 
wine drinkers will be pleased with the 
variety of crisp Pinot Grigios and 
more complex Gewurztraminers and 
Albarinos. 

And as far as cocktails go, you can 
toast your dinner with the house spe- 
cialty: the “pork Margarita.” A stinging 
mix of fresh peach juice and tequila in 
a glass rimmed with pork cracklins, the 
drink was developed under Neroni but, 
thanks to its popularity, has found a 
home at Camiceria, too. 

The five desserts are based on dulce 
de leche, a rich caramel made by 
slowly cooking sweetened milk. I’d 
forgo the overly sweet, mnny creme 
brulee for the terrific flan. It’s served 
as a small, firm disc atop a brittle 
chocolate cookie. The creamy custard 
goes luxe with a necklace of the 
caramel and another of sour cream 
that adds just the right tart note to the 
sweet components. 

After only a few months, the 
kitchen at Camiceria is delivering 
lusty fare in a room that buzzes with 
good will. The only thing lingering 
from the dark days of Neroni’s reign is 
that pork Margarita — there’s nothing 
here on the rocks. 


Grape expectations 



An Exceptional Meal Everytime. 


If the only French you’ve 
had in Brooklyn lately were 
fries, drop into Vin Rouge, a 
new wine bar and small plate 
place in Greenwood Heights 
that offers a taste — make 
that a sip — of France with- 
out leaving the borough. 

“Think of it as a Paris 
bistro meets old time Brook- 
lyn and you’ve got the idea,” 
said manager Jeff McCay. 
Though the restaurant has a 
Parisian inspiration, McCay 
said that they’re hoping to 
serve as a neighborhood 
hangout. 

“The wine list is interna- 
tional,” said McCay, who has 
more than 30 years experi- 
ence in wine sales. But since 
no matter where you travel, 
you’ve always got to come 
back home, McCay has you 
covered. “With all the great 
vintners in Long Island, we’re 
featuring plenty of bottles 
from that region.” 

And should your palate 
need some fine-tuning, Vin 
Rouge will host Monday 
evening wine courses and 
tastings starting in September. 

If you’re more interested in 
enjoying food than spirits 
oysters will also be tracked in 



from Long Island beginning 
in September. 

McCay claimed to know 
fisherman and swore he can 
get delivery to the bar “within 
hours of the shellfish being in 
the water.” 

Until then, diners can graze 
on provisions — none of 
which are made in house — 
including artisanal cheese 
from Bierkraft on Fifth Av- 
enue; meats from Grab on 
Seventh Avenue; and buttery 
desserts courtesy of Trois 
Pommes, a new bakery, also 
on Fifth Avenue. 

The 20-seat backyard gar- 
den is open until 1 am for lin- 
gering over that glass of San- 
gria, pictured. 

Vin Rouge (629 Fifth Ave., 
between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood Heights) 
accepts American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard and 
Visa. Wine: $5-$15 per glass. 
s Bottle: $20-$75. Cheese and 
f meat plates: $10. The bar is 
3 open Tuesday through Sun- 
£ day from 5 pm-1 am. Closed 
| Monday. Subway: R to Pros- 
% pect Ave. For information, 
? call (718) 369-4201 or visit 
« www.vinrougebrooklyn.com. 
f — Tina Barry 




Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Financing Available 


Alan R. Kling, 

Board Certified Dermatologist 

Conditions Related To Hair, 


, M.D. « 

OLOGIST W 

Skin & Nails * 


27 8th Avenue 

(corner Lincoln Place) 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 


V. 


(718) 636-0425 


(212) 288-1300 
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RIS TOR ANTE 


Pioneer of the fine 
restaurant movement in Brooklyn 

345 Court Street (at Union Street) 

718 - 852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner 
Free Valet Parking 

fimiti 
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Ready to QUIT SMOKING? Call for FREE patches, gum, or lozenges* 

1-866-NYQUUS • 1-866-697-8487 

www.nysmokefree.com 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH *lf you qualify - most smokers do 
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Stop supporting this guy! 

Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that 
makes sense with fewer fees and taxes than Verizon. 


Have you met 
Sir Charge, Verizon’s 
best-kept secret ? 

Oh, you know him very well. He pops up unexpectedly. . . 
all over your Verizon phone bill. 

Had enough? Say goodbye to Verizon and Sir Charge. 

■ 
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with unlimited calling 
to the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico. First 
including installation. 




TIME WARNER 

CABLE 











aitlis. 


Call 


anytime.We offer 24/7 customer support. 
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Auf Wiedersehen! 

Local author releases book , leaves Brooklyn for Berlin 



Austen power 

Carroll Gardens native Hathaway 
has on-screen fun with Jane 




BOOKS 


By Juliana Bunim 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


I t’s easy to be jealous of — but hard 
not to like — Nicholas Kulish. The 
Cobble Hill-based author just turned 
32, got married and published his first 
novel, “Last One In,” a satire about a 
New York gossip columnist who gets 
embedded with Marines in Iraq. 

And if that’s not enough, after 10 
years of calling Brooklyn home, he’s 
leaving to become the Berlin bureau 
chief of the New York Times. 

“Things might seem fabulous at the 
moment,” Kulish told GO Brooklyn. 
“But two years ago, I thought I’d tor- 
pedoed my career.” 

At that time, Kulish was working part 
time, sorting through 
the archives of 
the recently de- 
ceased Susan 
Sontag and try- 
ing to sell his 
book - with little 
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LETTERS 


We’re 


To the editor, 

If Charles Barron were to be elect- 
ed Brooklyn Borough President, re- 
naming a small section of Gates Av- 
enue after racist Sonny Carson would 
pale in comparison to what he would 
attempt next (“Plenty of traffic in race 
for Boro Prez,” July 28). 

We should all expect the following 
changes: the Belt Parkway becomes 
the Joanne Chesimard Parkway, the 
new Floating Pool could be renamed 
in honor of Tawana Brawley, the Al- 
ton Maddox Prospect Park, the Louis 
Farrakhan Fulton Mall, the A1 Sharp- 
ton Cyclone and the Hazel Dukes 
Botanical Garden. 

If Mr. Barron is elected as the Bor- 
ough President I am on the phone 
that night with the 7 Santini Brothers. 

John Landers, Bay Ridge 

To the editor, 

Please check your sources. Mr. 
Barron does not represent the entire 
community of Canarsie. We have 
several more visible [and] caring 
representatives. 

Charles Zambrana, Canarsie 


Send a letter 

Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, 

The Brooklyn Paper, 55 Wash- 
ington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the 
writer's name and neighborhood 
are published with the letter). 
Letters may be edited and will 
not be returned. 


in a heap of trouble if Barron’s the Beep 


A naked disgrace 

To the editor, 

Your recent front page story and 
photo of a so-called “artist” posing 
naked in Green-Wood Cemetery 
(“Snapping shots in the cemetery, 
naked,” July 28) demonstrates a total 
disregard for the families and loved 
ones of thousands of souls interred 

Adding insult to injury, in cover- 
ing this despicable and illegal activi- 
ty on cemetery grounds after-hours, 
your reporter and photographer tres- 
passed on private property. I trust 
this will not happen again. 

Green-Wood Cemetery works hard 
to build positive relationships with 
our local Brooklyn media. I hope this 
temporary setback is not a harbinger 
of your future coverage. 

Surely, Green-Wood’s history, 
beauty and innovative projects pro- 
vide ample material for interesting 
stories, which I hope The Brooklyn 
Paper will continue to take full ad- 
vantage of in the future. 

Richard J. Moylan, President, The 
Green-Wood Cemetery 

Happytopay, if... 

To the editor, 

Am I the only one who would be 
happy to pay more for my MTA 
rides if that would actually translate 
into better service and cleaner sta- 

While we live in a world where 
all public land is offered to the high- 
est bidder, I grieve for the lack of 
public oversight. With the Atlantic 
Avenue/Flatbush intersection having 
some of the highest recorded con- 
centrations of pollution in the city; 
Atlantic Yards would have been the 
perfect place to create parks and 


recreation and public sporting areas. 

Why spend my hard-earned cash 
on providing an Astrodome for a 
basketball team I will never come to 

The city of Atlanta is currently in 
the process of converting its empty 
rail yards into such a place — parks 
for the people. Unfortunately, as long 
as our Beep is beholden to Forest 
City Ratner; and the Mayor cares 
nothing for urban planning; we can 
“fuggetaboutit.” 

Johanna Clearfield, Park Slope 

Not black, white 

To the editor, 

I look forward to the day when a 
tongue-in-cheek statement like, 
“And he’s African-American!” is no 
longer suggested when referring to a 
presidential candidate (“The Battle 
for the $oul of Brooklyn,) July 21). 

While this country is obsessed 
with the notion that Barack Obama is 
poised to challenge the white strong- 
hold on the position of Commander- 
in-Chief , the fact that he will always 
be associated with his skin color 
should give us all pause. Similarly, 
Hillary Clinton carries her gender as 
a defining part of her public resume. 

These characteristics can be in- 
spiring and a source of pride. But 
hypocrisy exists when white men run 
against each other and barely a word 
is said in the press about their racial 
background or gender. 

Due to the diversity of the current 
field of candidates, questions like, 
“Is the country ready for a black 
president?” and “Is the country ready 
for a female president?” are posed 
and debated. 

Having witnessed the current 
president dissemble, obscure facts, 
encourage misinformation, blatantly 


ALL DRAWN OUT 



Great runner 

To the editor, 

Thank you for the great article on 
Edward Baker (“Running man,” July 
21). Mr. Baker is not only the silver and 
gold medal winner for the senior games, 
but he’s also a great neighbor and in- 
spiration to the young and the elderly. 

We attend the same church and 
converse about the good things of life. 


favor friends and business associates, 
ignore legal processes, and sentence 
to death or life-long injury women 
and men in a failed war, perhaps a 
better question to ask is if America is 
ready for another white president. 

David Terhune, Carroll Gardens 

To the editor: 

Hillary Clinton and Barack Oba- 
ma are not the only Democrats in the 


presidential race. Believe it or not, 
some of us here in Brooklyn are sup- 
porting other Democrats. Why no 
coverage of them? 

The first caucus and primary are 
months away. Why should people be 
influenced to believe that they have 
no choice but Clinton and Obama? 

I, for one, am proudly supporting 
John Edwards. 

Gloria Johnson, Park Slope 


Congratulations on a great achieve- 
ment and continued good health and 
speed in your future endeavors. 

Margaret Zeigler, Fort Greene 

Trust in sugar 

To the editor, 

Why do you uncritically describe 
the creation of the Sugar Trust by the 
Havemeyers (and their confederates) 
as “sordid”? (“Sugar’s sordid local sto- 
ry,” Williamsburg-Greenpoint-Bush- 
wick edition, July 28.) 

The industrialization of sugar 
turned what had been considered a 
luxury into a table-top commodity 
available to millions. 

By the time the “Robber Barons” 
were completely reorganizing the in- 
dustrial base of the United States 
(Tate & Lyle was the monopolist 
controller of sugar to the entire 
British Empire; the French had their 
own, too), the slave trade and slave- 
produced sugar cane (with the sole 
exception of Brazil, most of whose 
produce were transported to Europe) 
had long passed into history. To tie 
them to that horrible past is not fair. 

The Havemeyers — Germans, not 
“Knickerbockers” (Dutch), by the 
way — were men of their time and 
for all that they engaged in monop- 
oly profits and activities, they were 
not breaking the law and acted much 
as others did in creating a standard, 
commoditized item of ready and rel- 
atively inexpensive availability. 

It may interest you to hear that sug- 
ar is the sole agricultural commodity 
overseen by a Congressional commit- 
tee other than Agriculture — where 
agricultural tariffs were set and annual 
export allocations to the U.S. from 
low-cost [read Caribbean, particularly 
Cuba] sugar producers were made. 

George M. Bu low, Manhattan 
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In Slope, the sidewalks have eyes 


W HAT HAPPENS IN 
the idyllic brown- 
stone neighborhood 
of Park Slope if you see a 
teenager smoking a cigarette on 
Seventh Avenue? 

Obviously, you’d tell the par- 
ents of that child if you knew 
them. Right? 

Smartmom’s neighbor, Mrs. 
Kravitz, recently grappled with 
this question after seeing a 
friend’s teenage daughter walk- 
ing down the street smoking a 
cigarette. 


She even made eye 
contact with the girl, 
who hid the cigarette 
behind her back when 
she spotted Mr. Kra- 


SMART 

mom 


“You don’t have to 

hide it,” Mrs. Kravitz 

said nicely. 

For days, Mrs. Kravitz strag- 
gled with her secret. Should she 
tell her friend? She knew her 
friend would want to know. But 
how and when should she tell 
her? 


By Louise Crawford 


To make matters worse, her 
friend was about to go on a spe- 
cial vacation and the timing 
didn’t feel right. 

So she discussed the matter 
with Mr. Kravitz, who was 


M ■ 

. Day 

KUO 

M School, 

i 

Inc. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

□ Licensed teachers 

afternoons or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 

□ Caring, loving environment 

Some spaces available for Sept 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 


. .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


✓ ACD Voucher Accepted 

✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

)/ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
)/ Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 

✓ Indoor Gym 

✓ Inclusion Program 

✓ Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

V' Safe and Nurturing environment 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 


r' Enrichment Programs 




DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 

FIRST CLASS DAT CARE 

167 Clermont Avenue 
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


adamant that she should tell her 
friends. It doesn’t matter how or 
when you tell her, he said. Just 
do it. She needs to know. 

Still, Mrs. Kravitz worried 
that this information might rain 
her friend’s vacation. She and 
Mr. Kravitz weighed the op- 
tions and finally decided to tell 
their friend when she returned 
from her trip. 

Just hours after her friend 
got back from her vacation, 
Mrs. Kravitz told her what 
she’d seen. And her friend, still 
suntanned and basking in her 
vacation glory, was very grate- 
ful. And very sad. 

Interestingly, she already 
knew that her daughter was 
smoking, but she hadn’t brought 
it up with her daughter yet. She 
was in deep denial about it. 

“I was hoping that she was 
just trying it out or holding a 
friend’s cigarette,” she told 
Mrs. Kravitz. 

Mrs. Kravitz ’s friend re- 
moved her veil of denial like 
too much sunscreen and vowed 


to have a long talk with her 
daughter. A good deed was 
done and Mrs. Kravitz felt vin- 
dicated. 

S MARTMOM BROUGHT 
this up with Tabloid Dad, 
when she ran into him on 
Seventh Avenue recently. Ta- 
bloid Dad is a producer for the 
Geraldo Rivera show, who has 
a 10-year-old son and a 3-year- 
old daughter. He takes a re- 
freshingly honest and open ap- 
proach to child rearing. 

“Well, smoking cigarettes is 
better than smoking crack,” 
Tabloid Dad joked, but he 
quickly turned serious. 

“When I was a teenager 
someone told my parents that 
he saw me drinking beer in the 
schoolyard. I made my mother 
tell me who told her. It was a 
guy who lived on our street. I 
still hate the guy,” Tabloid Dad 
said. 

Still, he thinks it’s a good 
idea for parents to talk to their 
kids about whether they’re 


FAMILY 

CLASSIFIED 


Entertainment 



Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 


Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 


Pre-natal Care 


^PRE-NATAL YOGA* 

Movement For All 

"...a restorative, fun experience to 
share with family & friends" 
Prvt & Grp Sessions - 9 Yrs & up 

Contact Gloria 

718-788-6130 satsiii@juno.com 


Photography 
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Call for Holiday Packages 

718.369.0244 nikibistudio.com 


KAREN LANDMANN 
CHILDREN’S MOBILE 
PHOTOGRAPHER 



Capture Your 
Child’s True Smile 


917 - 488-8383 


smoking or drinking. 

“Just so they know you’re 
paying attention and that 
you’re not so absorbed in your 
own life that you don’t know 
what’s going on with them.” 

Tabloid Dad did make one 
suggestion: If you are going to 
tell the parents that their kid is 
smoking or drinking, make 
sure that the parents don’t di- 
vulge your name. 

That way the kid won’t hate 
you and you won’t humiliate 
your own child if anyone finds 
out that you’re a snitch. 

Thanks for the good advice, 
Tabloid Dad. 

Smartmom asked Tabloid 
Dad’s wife, Tabloid Mom, 
whether she would want to 
know if her daughter (the 3- 
year-old) was smoking. 

“Absolutely,” she said with- 
out moment’s hesitation. 

“When I was a kid, I caught 
my sister smoking and she told 
me they were candy cigarettes. 
When I asked her why smoke 
was coming out, she told me it 
was candy,” Tabloid Mom said. 

Which just shows that kids 
will do absolutely anything to 
pull the wool over their par- 
ent’s eyes. Be prepared for any 
excuse: “I was holding my 
friend’s cigarette”; “That was- 
n’t me”; “I was just trying it 
out”; “I only smoke some- 
times”; “I only smoke when 
I’m with my friends.” 

T HE SIDEWALKS have 
eyes. That’s what they 
say here in Park Slope, 
where parents routinely report 
on each other’s children. This 
is a neighborhood full of peo- 
ple who did crazy things when 
they were teenagers, so they 
know the score. They know all 
the stories, all the tricks. 

Even Dumb Editor, who 
grew up in the suburbs, knows 
how to read the furtive eyes of 
a group of kids congregating 
outside Maggie Moos. He may 
have been bom at night at 
Dobbs Ferry Hospital, but he 
wasn’t bom last night at Dobbs 
Ferry Hospital. 

All this doesn’t mean that 
the teenagers are any less crazy 
than their parents. 

But around here, if some- 
one’s parents see them doing it, 
chance are they’ll find out. 

Knowledge is a good thing. 
But it’s still up to each parent to 
figure out how to talk to his or 
her children and help them steer 
clear of dangerous activities. 

That’s the hard part and that’s 
the part that goes on behind the 
doors of this idyllic brownstone 
neighborhood, where life isn’t al- 
ways quite as idyllic as it seems. 

Louise Crawford also produces 
the Web site, "Only the Blog 
Knows Brooklyn , " which is not af- 
filiated with The Brooklyn Paper. 


Call (71 8) 834-9350 to advertise 


FAMILY CALENDAR 



Songs With Big Jeff, at Brooklyn Public Library's Cen- 
tral branch on Aug. 6. 


Book." Puppetworks (338 Sixth 
Ave., at Fourth Street in Park 

CalM718) 965-3391 to make ’ 

n^i na” Cam p^l^kaber^^l 90 
Underhill Ave., between Ster- 
ling Place and St. Johns Place in 
Prospect Heights), $50. Call 
(845) 797-1320 for info. 


Call 311 for info. 

3 pm: Story time for kids 2 to 7. 
Barnes and Noble (267 Seventh 


Myrtle Avenue and Washington 
Park entrance), free. Call 31 1 for 

SUNDAY, AUG 5 

1 1 am: Explore the Lullwater 
with Urban Park Rangers 
Prospect Park, free. Call (718) 


MONDAY, AUG 6 

2 pm: Songs With Big Jeff, 
Brooklyn Public Library's Centra 
branch Grand Army Plaz 
230-2100. Free. 

2:30-4:30 pm: Science i 


(718) 


Movement for ki 
Pierrepont Playground (end of 
Pierrepont Street and the 
River), free. Visit www.bhplay- 


(1000 Washington Ave., 
between Eastern Parkwi 
Empire Boulevard), free 


free for kick" 1 land undwCa 
(718) 623-7200 for info. 

7 pm: "Stories in the Garden' 
in the Hoyt Street Garden, (cc 


THURSDAY, AUG 9 

Noon-5 pm: Ride the Prospect 
Park Carousel (Children's 
Corner, Willink entrance, inter- 

Empire Boulevard), free. Visit 
www.prospectpark.org for info. 
2-4 pm: "Thirsty Garden Thurs- 
days!" Brooklyn Botanic Gar- 
dens (1000 Washington Ave., 
between Eastern Parkway and 
Empire Boulevard), free with 
garden admission. $8 adults, 
free for kids 12 and under. Call 
(718) 623-7200 for info. 

FRIDAY, AUG 10 

Noon-5 pm: Carousel. See 
Thursday, Aug. 10 
6 pm: Overnight family camp- 

“W -20^ U ?oMnfo h ' 

m: "Love Travels," 

^n Children's Musei 
. -,- r .-teers' Coo| 

Brooklyn Ave., at 

' f vith museum 

5. Call (718) 735- 

SATURDAY, AUG 12 

Noon-5 pm: Carousel. See 
Thursday, Aug. 10 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: 

Puppet show, "Little Red Riding 
Hood." Puppetworks (338 Sixth 
Ave., at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope), $7 children, $8 adults. 
Call (718) 965-3391 to make 


n: Ezra Jack Keats story 
r. Imagination Playground, 

d )%ee.' Calf (718) 965°8960 
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Mid-year 

report 

card 


T he pro baseball season must be quite 

a relief to the Cyclones, especially for their many 
players just out of school. No more teachers ... no 
more exams ... no more report cards . . . 

Well, not so fast. 

Now they take their exams on the playing field, and in- 
stead of multiple choice questions done at the rate of one or 
two a minute, each hitter’s decision to swing at or take a 
pitch must be made in a tenth of a second. 

It’s no cake walk for pitchers either - as their work is 
graded by 8, OCX) professors in the Keyspan Park stands every 

On July 28, the Cyclones played the 38th game on their 
schedule - half of their 76 games. Here are the mid-year 
grades. (All stats are for the season’s first half). 

Lucas Duda (first base) - Duda has power potential that 
has manifested itself in a club-leading nine doubles, but just 
one homer. At Keyspan Park, the prevailing ocean wind 
from right field can’t be helping this lefty-hitter’s psyche. 
The USC Trojan has been doing an adequate job at bat and 
at both first base and left field. Grade: C+ 

Micah Schilling (second base) - He’s been an outstand- 
ing lead-off man. Schilling leads the team with an on-base 
percentage of .444. At one point he had reached base in 23 
consecutive games and has touched a bag in 32 of the 34 
games in which he’s appeared. He has a .303 batting aver- 
age, nine steals and shows a decent glove. Grade: A 

Matt Bouchard (shortstop) - Defensively, he’s been 
making the plays. On offense, he’s hitting .263. The George- 
town Hoya hustles and has stolen five bases. Grade: B- 

J.R. Voyles (third base) - He’s the surprise of the year. He 
hit .317 and was an RBI machine, knocking in 20 in only 25 
games. He was hit in the face with a pitch on July 27 and is 
hoping to soon return to the line-up. Grade: A 

Brandon Kawal (left field) - He has forced his way into 
an outfield job. He started hitting in early July and hasn’t 
stopped with a .343 average in 67 at-bats. He could increase 
both his power (he has only two extra base hits, both dou- 
bles) and walks — he has only four. Grade: B+ 

Raul Reyes (center field) - Only 20 years old, Reyes cov- 
ers a lot of ground in the outfield. At-bat, he has shown good 
power with five homers and 20 RBIs in 37 games. His big 
problem involves strikeouts. He has 48 K’s, striking out 
more than once in every three at-bats. His potential is A+. 

Will Vogl (right field) - A throw-back player, Vogl slams 
full-speed into the right field bullpen fence to catch foul 
balls, and actually catches fly balls with two hands. Hitting 
.289 with nine stolen bases. For a comer outfielder, he needs 
to increase his power (only one homer). Although he’s from 
California, he’s a former star at St. John’s. Grade: B+ 

Brandon Jacobs (catcher/first base) - Jacobs was a 
New York-Penn League all-star last year as a catcher, and he 
should repeat, probably as a receiver. Bouncing back and 
forth between catcher and first, he has four homers and 18 
RBI. He’s done an outstanding job calling pitches for the Cy- 
clone staff as the hurlers lead the league in ERA. Grade: A. 

Jake Eigsti (infield) - Has played all infield positions and 
made only two errors. Batting .296, he has 19 RBI. Grade: 
B+ 

Dylan Owen (right-handed starter) - A sure-fire all-star, 
Owen has a 5-0 record with a 1 .93 ERA. Has 33 strike-outs 
in 32 innings and a mere six walks. Grade: A+ 

Nick Carr (right-handed starter) A 2-0 record in 34.1 
innings, Carr has 44 k’s with only 1 1 walks, and a 3.15 ERA. 

Dillon Gee (right-handed starter) - Talk about control - 
Gee has pitched 28 innings and has allowed only two walks, 
a big reason for his 1 .61 ERA. Grade: A+ 

Nick Waechter (right-handed starter) - Up and down 
as a starter, he has a 2-2 record with a 4.15 ERA. Grade: C 

Josh Appell (left-handed reliever)- The Long Islander 
is showing that the third time may be the charm, as this sea- 
son has been the best of his three tries with the Cyclones. 
Used in short relief, often against left-handed hitters, Appell 
has a new delivery and a 1 .80 ERA. Opponents are batting 
only .154 against him. Grade: A 

Dan McDonald (right-handed reliever) From Seton 
Hall, McDonald has been effective as a late reliever and 
closer, with three saves and a 2.40 ERA. Grade: B+ 

Steve dyne (right-handed reliever) - Needs to cut 
down on walks - 1 1 in 13 innings. Grade: C 

Grady Hinchman (left-handed reliever) - Batters hitting 
only .214 against him. Grade: B+ 

Edgar Alfonzo (manager) - First half 26-12 record, best 
in the league. Going neck-and-neck with the Cyclones’ best 
regular season total, compiled with Alfonzo’s 2001 Brooklyn 
club. Grade: A+ 


CHANNELING THE BARD 


Each week, Ed Shakespeare, the bard of Brooklyn base- 
ball, will take a page from his ancient ancestor and add a bit 
of iambic pentameter to all our lives. This week's contribution 
is called, "The Wall": 

"Their son is on the wall," he said to me. 

A couple, seventies, a brief good-bye. 

They'd seen the game on Friday night, you see. 

Their hats — they said it all — "FDNY." 

The Cyclones lost the game that night — mere shrug. 

A loss afield — those boys all back next game 
To try again. The stands — they caused a tug 
On hearts - 1 know that others thought the same. 

The sons and daughters who weren't there. 

The fun and play — the things the mind will tap. 

The youthful Cyclones calling back a care. 

An empty seat was here and there - a gap. 

That seat could take one more. I still recall 
Those words he said, "Their son is on the wall. " 


Slugger Voyles recovering from bean ball 



By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

When a batter gets hit in 
the head with a fastball, they 
usually see stars. But when 
Cyclones slugger J.R. Voyles 
got plunked last Friday night, 
everyone in the ballpark saw 
fireworks. 

And even without the py- 
rotechnic display to amplify it, 
it was — without question — 
the scariest moment season. 

With the Cyclones trailing 
the Vermont Lake Monsters 1-0 
at Keyspan Park in the bottom 
of the 10th inning, Voyles took 
a 95-mph fastball off the head. 

Moments later, as he lie on the 
ground, Coney Island’s 10 pm 
fireworks show began just be- 
yond the outfield fence, making 
for a surreal scene on the field. 

“I was looking for a slider 
away, because that’s the way 
they had been pitching me,” a 
recovering Voyles said the next 
day. “So I was leaning in to- 
wards the plate.” 

Instead, Vermont right-hander 
Alberto Tavarez threw a high- 
and-tight pitch that bounced off 


Voyles helmet and into his eye. 

“By the time I recognized the 
pitch as a fastball,” said Voyles, 


The ball hit Voyles’ helmet, 
making a loud cracking sound 
that was heard throughout the 
ballpark. 


The crowd gasped, and then 
talked in hushed whispers as 
Voyles lay still on the ground. 
Cyclones’ radio announcer 


Warner Fusselle reported the in- 
cident without trying to alarm 
Voyles’ parents, who, he (cor- 
rectly) suspected, were listening 
to the broadcast. Fusselle spoke 
in soft tones as the sudden si- 
lence left no need for him to 
talk above the crowd noise. 

Medical personnel rushed to 
the scene as Voyles lay slumped 
in the right-hand batter’s box. 

Voyles upper body was inert, 
facing towards center field, 
head down, but then he started 
kicking his legs just as the fire- 
works lit up the sky. 

As more medical personnel 
rushed to Voyles, the fireworks, 
from the boardwalk area in back 
of left-center field, increased in 
height, volume and intensity. 

Voyles struggled to sit up. 
Then he saw the blood stream- 
ing from the cut above his eye. 

“I saw my own blood and 
felt sick,” said Voyles. 

He again stretched flat on the 
ground. 

As the fireworks continued, 
smoke from the fireworks be- 
gan to envelop the ballpark. 

The smoke became like pea 
soup, and players left the field 


to wait in the dugouts. 

For about 15 minutes, Voyles 
was attended to on the field as 
the fireworks continued, and the 
smoky haze increased. 

Concerned with Voyles’ con- 
dition, the crowd maintained a 
respectful silence during the 
fireworks. When the show con- 
cluded there was some applause 
— seemingly from children un- 
aware of the possible gravity of 
Voyles’ situation. 

Finally, there was more ap- 
plause — uneasy applause — as 
Voyles was carried from the 
field on a stretcher. 

After treatment at Lutheran 
Medical Center, Voyles was 
back at Keyspan Park the next 
day, his left eye bruised and 
closed, with 40 stitches above 
the eye and contusions around 
the eye socket. 

Voyles didn’t make the road 
trip to Lowell, Massachusetts, 
staying in Brooklyn for more 
doctor’s appointments. 

He was, however, hoping to 
a speedy return to the Cyclones’ 

The Cyclones ended up los- 
ing the game 1-0. 


Dem Bums’ last season 


To get Castillo, Mets give up two Clones 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign, The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

Aug. 8, 1957 Giants 12 - Dodgers 3 
Losses don't get worse than this: Sal Maglie didn't even 
get out of the first inning, as the Giants scored early and 
often. The defeat — the Brooks' third in a row — put the 
once-mighty Dodgers five games back. 



By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Mets continued their policy of using for- 
mer Cyclone stars as trade bait, obtaining three- 
time All-Star second baseman Luis Castillo 
from the Minnesota Twins on July 30 in ex- 
change for two former Brooks: outfielder 
Dustin Martin, and catcher Drew Butera. 

Martin was an All-Star with Brooklyn last sea- 
son, batting .312 on the year. He also won the 
Mets’ Doubleday/Sterling Award as the MVP of 
the Mets’ organization at the Short-Season-A lev- 
el. 

Tlris year, he hit .287 for St. Lucie. 

Butera this season played for both St .Lucie, 
where he hit .254 and was an all-star selection ear- 
lier this year, and more recently at Double-A 
Binghamton, where he was hitting .188. 

He’s an outstanding defensive receiver with a 
great arm. 

Butera has some interesting Brooklyn connections. 



His father, Sal Butera, played for four major 
league teams, including the Minnesota T\vins, and 
he is now a scout for the Toronto Blue Jays. 

Sal Butera’s parents both left Italy to immigrate 
to Brooklyn, before later moving to Queens and 
then Long Island. 

Butera’s cousin, Dana, is a Brooklyn Cyclone 
Beach Bum. 

Former Cyclone Joe Smith, who pitched relief 
for the Mets this season, was sent down to minor 
last month. 

At present there are no Cyclones on the Mets 
major league roster. 



Former Cyclone Sal Butera. 


The Skittles 
man cometh 

By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn paper 

Back in the Cyclones’ inaugural 2001 season, Edgar Al- 
fonzo was managing, and Mark Lazarus, the “Mayor of 
Section 14,” (right) was, as usual loudly cheering on the 
team from his perch near the Cyclones’ dugout. 

Noticing that the players lacked a ballplayer staple, sun- 
flower seeds, Lazarus began buying large bags of the seeds 
and tossing them down to the players before games. 

The Cyclones went on to a 55-25 overall record that year 
with a share of the New York-Penn League championship. 

Fast forward to 2007. 

Edgar Alfonzo is back managing the Cyclones, the Cyclones 
are in first place again, winning games galore, and once again 
Lazarus is buying food - only this times it’s candy - Skittles. 

It seems that the Cyclones’ bullpen loves Skittles. 

Ktcher Grady Hinchman, who has spent parts of three sea- 
sons in Brooklyn, and catcher Steve Malvagna, a Cyclones’ 
rookie, love the stuff, and they have induced other Cyclone 
bullpen habitues into the Skittles habit. 

“I get a large bag of Skittles for $1 .99,” said Lazarus, pleased 
to once again contribute to Cyclone gustatory pleasure. 

Well, Hinchman has an ERA of 2.25 and Malvagna is 2-for- 
3 on the season for a .667 batting average, so the Skittles sure 
ain’t hurting, but we’ll keep an eye on the waistlines. 



Subway derails pitcher 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

With a 1 50 ERA in four starts 
this season, Cyclones pitcher 
Eric Niesen has made a success- 
ful transition to starting in pro 
ball after relieving in college. 

Now if he could just translate 
that success into the subway. 

‘This is a change of pace 
where I come from,” said Niesen, 
a Michigan-native who played 
his college ball at Wake Forest in 
North Carolina. “The subways 
are crazy here, but I’m trying my 
best to adjust.” 

Not even playing ball for a 
summer in the Cape Cod league 
in Massachusetts last year could 
prepare the 21-year old for his 
time getting around Brooklyn 
this season. 

“I’ve experienced some crazy 
stuff on the train in Boston last 
year coming back from a Red 
Sox game,” said Niesen. “I was 
pressed up against the window 
the whole ride. It’s always like 
that here .” — Patrick Hickey Jr. 



The 2001 Cyclones won the New York-Penn League 
Championship under the leadership of manager Edgar Al- 
fonzo. Now that F onzie is back, many fans are assuming that 
the 2007 Cyclones will repeat the franchise's former glory. 
Here's how this year's team compares to that fabled squad: 


2001 

2007 

(Through 41 games) 

( Through 41 games) 

Record: 29-12 

Record: 28—13 

Highlight of the week: 

Highlight of the week: 

The Cyclones end the week 

Monday night's 7-2 win over 

with a five-game win streak. 

the Lowell Spinners showed 

capped by a big win over 

off the Clones best: great 

the Auburn Doubledays, 

starting pitching from Nick 

which featured a stellar sev- 

Carr, three innings of no-hit 

en-inning outing by Awe- 

relief and the hot hitting 

some Aussie Matt Gahan. 

from Jake Eigsti, Micah 

Jay Caliguri went 4-for-5. 

Schilling and Jason Jacobs. 


— 




SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 at 5‘00P 

I 


& JACKIE ROBINSON NIGHT 

Game sponsored by AVENUE CAPITAL GROUP 


VS. AUBURN DOUBLEDAYS 

f RIDAY. AUGUST 10 at 7:00pm 

Game sponsored by Healthfirst 

FIREWORKS 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11 at 6:00pm 

COMIC COLORING BOOK 

(first 1,250 kids) 

SUPERHERO NIGHT 


THEXYpLONES 

BROOKLYN. 


■ UlilllHJtf 


718 . 507 .TIXX • brooklyncyclones.com 
keysran • Shea Stadium 

For Season Ticket, Mini-Plan and Group information, call 718.37.BKLYN. 
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An egret in Red Hook. 


EGRET-ABLE 

Continued front page 1 

egrets, ducks, redwing blackbirds and dove-sized killdeers make 
homes in the privately-owned concrete yard on the comer of 
Halleck and Columbia streets, now occupied by virtual lakes of 
rainwater and sprouted with knee-high grasses, scrub-brush and 
the occasional wildflower. 

“It’s amazing to see how much life has found this place. I don’t 
see why it shouldn’t be able to stay,” said the activist, who got to 
know the wild-looking lot while rescuing dozens of feral dogs that 
had migrated there when the nearby Revere sugar factory was de- 
molished by developer Joe Sitt. 

Sitt plans to build a retail and residential complex on the Re- 
vere site and all signs point to the same fate for the football- 
field-size lot at 640 Columbia St. Real estate speculators have 
flipped the lot several times over the last few years, with the 
most recent limited liability corporation, Columbia Realty Hold- 
ing, shelling out $20 million last year. 

The New Jersey-based company didn’t return phone calls 
seeking comment on its plans for the site; the company lobbied 
the city in 2005 for a zoning change. It has yet to submit any for- 
mal applications to rezone or build at the lot. 

In the 1990s, opposition from Red Hook residents killed plans 
to locate recycling and waste transfer stations on that lot. 

Zucker and others hope to attract an investor with the re- 
sources to buy out the current owner before the birds are re- 
placed by shoppers. 

“This should be saved if only so people can understand that 
wildlife fits in wherever we leave open space,” Eileen Jones, 
who runs City Beast, an animal rehabilitation and education or- 
ganization. 

Red Hook, a community where industry and a growing num- 
ber of residents co-exist, boasts one of the city’s highest asthma 
rates and lowest tree counts. Opponents of Ikea and other new 
developments have long said that the growing waterfront neigh- 
borhood lacks the open green space of nearby, wealthier neigh- 
borhoods. 

A spokesman for the city’s Parks Department, Phil Abramson, 
said that any such wildlife preservation would require “intense” 
review on a city, state and federal level. 

“In the meantime,” Abramson said, “there is the Prospect 
Park Zoo and the New York Aquarium.” 


Zigun: Zip for Sitt 

Withdraws support for Coney project 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Coney Island developer Joe Sitt is be- 
ing accused of backing out of a deal to 
save a historic Coney Island building, and 
has enraged a key supporter of his 
planned $ 1.5-billion, 10-acre beachfront 
makeover in the process. 

Dick Zigun, a board member of the city’s 
Coney Island Development Corporation and 
the founder of the Coney Island Circus 
Sideshow, is known as the unofficial mayor 
of Brooklyn’s freak capital. Throughout the 
past year of tense public discussion of Sitt’s 
Las Vegas-style proposal, he has provided 
an important voice of local support. 

But now, his cheers have turned to boos. 

“I am totally outraged,” Zigun said. 
“[Sitt] told me and the city for a year and a 
half that he would work to preserve the 
character of Coney Island and save this 
building and now, he is not.” 

Zigun claimed that he and the developer 
reached a preliminary agreement last year 
for the sale of the 1880s-built Grasshom 
building. His organization agreed to pay the 
developer $2 million in city-awarded grant 
money for the decrepit wooden building, al- 
lowing the developer to walk away with a 
cool $1 million profit on it. But now Zigun 



Dick Zigun 


says Sitt will raze the Surf Avenue building 
to make way for a new structure. 

“[This] destroys the dream of the [Coney 
Island Museam],” he said. 

The Grasshom sits on the comer of Surf 
Avenue and Jones Walk on the edge of the 
historic amusement district that Sitt plans to 
reinvent as a year-round vacation destina- 
tion complete with new rides, towering ho- 
tels, time-shares, and a “Bizarre Bazaar” 


freak-themed shopping mall. 

Now clad in “For Rent” signs and run- 
down shingles, the building is best known 
for housing Henry Grasshom’s hardware 
store, which sold ride operators the parts 
they needed to keep their attractions Din- 
ning. An 1881 photo of the building at 
ConeyIslandHistory.org shows it in much 
grander condition, with a wooden balcony 
on the second floor and tidy shutters fram- 
ing its windows. 

Sitt declined to comment on Zigun’s 

At a recent Town Hall meeting, the 
charismatic developer thanked Zigun for his 
support and recognized historian Charles 
Denson for his work in preserving the coun- 
try’s oldest amusement mecca. 

Denson, the author of “Coney Island: 
Lost and Found,” also had harsh words for 
the developer this week. 

“It’s a shame that he wants to destroy the 
oldest surviving building in a place where 
so little has survived,” said Denson. 

Denson said that the split with Zigun 
doesn’t bode well for the developer, who 
will likely need the support of the same city- 
sponsored Coney Island Development Cor- 
poration to which Zigun is a member in or- 
der to obtain the rezoning he needs to push 
his plan through. 


Concert aids Wall of Remembrance 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

On Saturday, Aug. 11, actor 
Gary Sinese and his Lt. Dan 
Band will be performing at the 
Whitman Theater of Brooklyn 
College in a benefit concert to 
raise money for the expansion 
of the Brooklyn Wall of Re- 
membrance at Keyspan Park 
in Coney Island. 

Sinese, best known for his 


role as Lt. Dan in “Forrest 
Gump,” has long been also a 
musician, playing bass guitar. 

A number of years ago, he 
put together a band, named in 
honor of his character, to raise 
money for good causes. 

The Brooklyn Wall of Re- 
membrance is on the outside of 
Keyspan Park, and the Wall 
honors the 137 firefighters, 11 
NYPD personnel and seven 
Port Authority Police Depart- 


ment members — all of whom 
either lived or worked in Brook- 
lyn — who lost their lives on 
Sept. 11. 

The Wall of Remembrance 
Committee, including founder 
Sol Moglen, is now working to 
expand the memorial to include 
all 414 first responders who lost 
their lives in the attack. 

Bagpipers from the FDNY, 
NYPD, and PAPD will play, 
and comedians will also appear. 


The evening will be hosted 
by Ken Dashow of Q104.3 FM 
radio. The concert begins at 8 
pm, with doors opening at 7 pm. 

The Whitman Theater is at 
Nostrand Avenue and Avenue H 
in Flatbush. 

Tickets range from $20 to 
$50, and may be ordered by 
calling Ticketmaster at (212) 
307-7171, or online at ticket- 
master.com. They may also be 
purchased at Keyspan Park. 


DELAY... 

Continued from page 1 

Critics have lambasted the park’s maintenance cost projections 
as inflated and said the high costs were a ruse to encourage planners 
to reserve space in the “park” for private commercial development. 

“This project has been mismanaged from the start with costs 
two-and-a-half times that of other waterfront parks in order to al- 
low for more development,” said Judi Francis, president of the 
Brooklyn Bridge Defense Fund, which has sued the state. 

A spokesperson for the Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy — 
a group allied with the project’s developers — said this week her 
organization “had no idea” when construction would begin. 

“We had hoped for construction to begin sometime during this 
summer and we still hope it will begin sometime this summer,” 
said Nancy Webster. 

The park’s delay hasn’t hurt sales at One Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
the waterfront factory being converted to condos at 360 Furman 
St., where developer Robert Levine is touting the park that’s been 
nearly 20 years in the making. 

“We anticipate Park Construction will commence within six to 
eight weeks,” said Levine. 


CONDOS... 

Continued from page 1 

ing to be a record-breaking success in spite of being “under a 
microscope” since the state and the developer agreed to help 
fund the “park” with revenue from the condos in 2004. 

“We’ve exceeded all expectation and probably broken records,” 
he said at a gathering of real estate industry insiders held Wednes- 
day at the Brooklyn Historical Society. 

The condos are running buyers an average of $1,000 per square- 
foot with units selling for between $550,000 for a studio to up- 
wards of $4 million for a penthouse, Levine said. The first resi- 
dents would be able to move in by November, he said. 

The sawdust-colored building is undergoing a paint job that will 
restore its exterior to the granite color seen in early photographs. 

When Levine purchased the bunker-like former Watchtower 
Bible & Tract Society binding facility for $200 million in 2004, it 
was zoned for industrial uses. By agreeing to include it in the state 
waterfront development site, Levine was able to skip a costly rezon- 
ing process — and market his development as a Battery Park 
City-like waterfront community using images of the state’s prom- 
ised open space development in exchange for regular payments for 

The Empire State Development Corporation projects that the posh 
residences will generate approximately $50 million over 20 years to- 
wards the estimated $15-million annual maintenance costs. The de- 
velopment could reap Levine as much as $674 million, according to 
a lease agreement between the state agency and the developer. 

In addition to Levine’s condos, the Brooklyn Bridge Park develop- 
ment is slated to include three new residential buildings, a 225-room 
hotel, shops and restaurants. Development officials have said in the 
past that more projects may be added later if they are needed to gen- 
erate additional revenue to support the site’s parklike components. 

One Brooklyn Bridge Park owners will get easy access to what- 
ever open space is eventually developed. Also, they’ll get an in- 
door virtual driving range comparable to the golf simulator aboard 
the Queen Mary 2 luxury cruise liner, Levine said. 


Health, Mind Sc Body 


DENTISTS 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
INVISALIGN PROVIDER 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day ! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S. 

LEE R. GAUSE, D.D.S. 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 



We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


789-5700 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions - Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 



W Quality Dentistry ^ 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 



General and Implant 
Dentistry 


Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

1 89 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 



(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 

www.strachandds.com 




• Bleaching/Z00M 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 
•Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

’Er° (718)622-8020 S? 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


its - Attics - Yards - Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


— - 

1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

. 718 349-7555 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.* 718 - 893-4006 



Rubbish Removal II Upholstery 


J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 «= 


^ Demolition 
Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

(866) 677-8224 

CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


grinding. Bucket truck. 

Call CaHo e s e 888-727-3235 


Visit us online at: 

brooklynpaper.com 


Free Estimates 

IJ gB iCTnff ff a il 

o 718-263-8383 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-29S5668 A44 

Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 



THEE HEM 


REAL ESTATE services 


APARTMENTS II HOUSES 


Bushwick; 3/3 Bdrms Avail. 




For Sale 


1250 SF Med. Ofc. 
Park Slope/P.Heights 

PRIME LOC DRMN BLDG. 
Walk to subway Nr Hosp. 
W/Reception, 3 Exams, 
Waiting RM, 2 PVT Bth, Lab 

MGT: 212-213-0123 x 231 A33 

Artist/Writer Studio Space 
$210 to $375- Dumbo, Bklyn 

Beautiful multi-user space w/light, open 
plan feel, some spots w/views. Indudes 

'dust, smell. Join Us! 

Email: studiomilo@yahoo.com 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


2 B/Rs. 1-1/2 Bath 


2 Family Brick 

Greenwood Hts, 6/5 
South Garden • Semi- 
Finished Basement ■ 
Delivered Vacant 

Joan Natale Real Estate 
718-797-4661 E r 33 


AFFORDABLE 
GETAWAY HOMES 
UNDER 300,000! 

Example: 1800s farmhouse, 
5 acres. 4BR, 2 BA. Horse 
barn. Stream, pond. 

Near by Berkshires. $259,000 

Beachandbartolo.com 

Beach & Bartolo, Realtors 

(518) 392-2700 


AGENTS 



Anthony Licciardello 

Licensed Sales Associate 

718-9244856 
718-979-3400 x 286 


EH 


TiMsi-om 

naCUTTRfiE 


HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


Move to a Suburb ^f||l| 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 


IH.MlH.Hm-l 


taring Index Number N500678/2007, a copy of which may Toe examined at the O 
rated a^CMLCO^URT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street Brooklyn, Ne-' v ~ 






NOTICE OF SALE, SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF KINGS. GMAC MORTGAGE CORPORATION. 
Plaintiff, AGAINST TATIANA JITNIKOVA, et al. Defendant(s): Pursuant to a judgment of foreclosure 
County Courthouse, Room 261, 360 Adams ^Street, Brooklyn, County 5 of KINGS, New York on 
8/23/2007 at 3:00 PM premises known as 1 95 28TH AVENUE UNIT 2-C, BROOKLYN, New York 11214. 
sHuSt? lyt/JanS 1 bling' in the^ew ItEfof 

New York. Section, Block and Lot: 21-6916-1003 Approximate amount of judgment $362,963.63 plus 

— i r. — ! " i u 0 f fj| ec | judgment Index #13611/06. 

for Plaintiff P.O. Box 1291, Buffalo, 



S,fetel a^^lVI^^^UR^K^GS^OUN^^°4^ UviS^ 



Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 

•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens •Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill -Clinton Hill *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


LEGAL NOTICES 






EMPLOYMENT 


Do you Speak Sicilian/English? 
Or Italian/English? 

Chicago based, Fontanini manu- 

professlona? sale's reps^MUST 
HAVE 3-5 years longevity at same 


S oT n 4oi q k a i. 


Exp. Dental Assistants 
and Receptionists 


Brooklyn Fits. Good Salary, 


BOOKEEPER 

Full-time/full-charge 


The Brooklyn Paper 


ACCOUNTANT 


Pizza Delivery Man 

with own car needed for 
Bensonhurst Pizzeria. 
Full or part time. 

Call (917) 613-6247 


If you ever needed medical 
marijuana to treat a serious 
illness, had a loved one who 
used medical marijuana, or 
would like to use marijuana 
medically but do not because 
it is illegal, e-mail 


(516) 345-0294 to le, 




you can help change NY laws. 

NYCe 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


ii TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 
240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized ^ n J Center asi 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers $3 million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 


Facing Divorce? 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

1 6 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation * Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning * Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


i CLIP andSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects E3 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs £' | “\ \ % 

• Wrongful Death "Truck Accidents /~CT (p 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Sofa/ Bed & 
Love Seat - Cloth 

Great Condition 
$600 neg. In Bay 
Ridge, Brooklyn 

718-680-8318 


Victorian Tiger Oak 
Dining Table (grape feet). 
Hall Stand, Hoosier, Pine 
Bookcase, Chairs 
Excellent Condition 

(718) 491-0498 


HOME HEALTH IS THRIVING, GROWING AND 
READY TO WELCOME YOU! 


HOME HEALTH RNs 

OPEN HOUSES 

Wednesday, August 8th • 1:00pm-4:00pm 

447 86th Street, 2nd floor, Brooklyn, NY 11209 


At Saint Vincent Catholic Medical Centers, one of the New York metropolitan area's 
most comprehensive health care systems, our Home Health program holds a special 
place in our heart. 

When you decide to work exclusively with patients one-on-one, you'll see the direct 
results of making a difference in their lives. Our community of professionals supports 
one another and enjoys a shared camaraderie. 

We currently have positions available for Registered Nurses within our CHHA and 
Long Term programs in Brooklyn. The ideal candidates will have two or more years 
of current Med/Surg experience, prior home care experience is preferred. Weekend 
rotation as required. Openings available for Urdu, Russian and Mandarin/Cantonese 
speaking candidates. 

We offer a competitive salary and benefits package. If you are unable to attend our 
open houses, please call 718-876-4468, send your resume to 
amarsenison@svcmcny.org or fax 718-876-1389. For detailed job descriptions 
and to apply online, please visit us at: www.svcmc.org. 


V 


Saint Vincent 
Catholic Medical Centers 

Comprehensive caring 


:e, On-site Service - Se habla 


[ML. Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

IP LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Private Investigator 


Private 

Investigator 

Find anyone, anywhere 
Flat fee $1 00 

(718)318-4393 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 
• tax planning 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 



718-541-1302 

347-274-9777 

dimalt@hotmail.cor 


brooklynpaper.com 
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The Brooklyn Paper HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Air Conditioners • 

■ Washers & Dryers ■ 

■ Stoves & Ovens ■ 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


* Leinster fr 
Contracting 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 
• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 
■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 


CLASSICAL CUSTOMER 

AWNINGS 

ALUMINUM- PLASTIC- RETRACT 


FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 




John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 



Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 


718-573-4165 


Heights Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 

David Contreras (917)716-3437 
david@heightscleaning.com 
www.heightscleaning.com 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 


Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 


Why Replace When You Can Restore? 
— — Rejuvenate Your Bathroom! 


m . 

H 


Premier Bath, Inc. 

1-866-399-8827 

www.premierbathsim.fom for Special Savings 


A&K 



336 9th Street °P en 7 da Y s 3 week 

(hot. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY MonZTwiSoam -TsOpm 
(7 1 8) 369-687 3 Sat: 1 0am - 5pm • Sun 1 1 am - 5 pm 


© FACE LIFT 
CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions 
To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

A31-23 Ask for George: 

A 1-347-724-6540 A 


Contractors II Contractors 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small" 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Carpentry • Sheetrock 


718-686-1100 


KNOCKOUT 

RENOVATION 


DESIGN •PRODUCTS •REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


718-745-0722 



CUSTOM DESIGNED CLOSETS 
An Affordable Luxury... 

• Designed in your home 

• Custom fit to your closet 

■ Installed by craftsmen with love 


MAjV@WORK 



ALways 


V£ 


American Eagle 


Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Wood Floors •Tiling 


(718) 998-1110 


. Chris Mullins 

i General Contracting ^ 


718-276-8558 A 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured -Uc#1252474 A3114 

S 8c M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 
masonry & cement work 

Free Estimates • Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 

Uc# 1120526 & Insured A37 


JTC ASSOCIATES 

Renovation ■ New Construction 
Custom Design 



Gut Rehabs Apartments 
Kitchens Bathrooms 
Interior Exterior 



www.brooklynpaper.com 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

.“L Jobs are Owner Supervised 

• Finished Basements We have been -Window 

• Custom Carpentry doing S great job . Additions 

for over ten years .SSL 

718-375-8292 


Lie# 1157104 


L.D. Contractor 

LICENSED AND INSURED 
Kitchen • Bathroom • Woodfloors 
Entire House & Apartment Renovation 

Call: 212-203-1122 

Wright Contracting Inc. 

We do things Wright 

We Specialize in All types of remodeling 
Electrical • Plumbing • Demolition 


Replace 


917-416-5997 


DECKS 


by Bart 




ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estim a tes 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 

• Saturday appointments available. 

• 100% money back guarantee. 

• Mention this ad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-91 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.ci 


— N A M 
DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 
Complete House Removal 
Demolition 


er Removal Backyards Etc 

FREE ESTIMATES!! cSb 

www.NMDemoUtion.com TfcW 

(718) 351-6273 


m 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 

ALECTRAinc. 


718-522-3893 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
( 718 ) 875-6100 
( 212 ) 475-6100 



_ 


2353 


Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 






BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC 

Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 


Floor Maintenance 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Custom Colors & Designs 

Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-615^ 

D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

^ 718 720+2555 

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn 



Floor Maintenance 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping "Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 



DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 

T 

LANDSCAPING, NURSERY 


1875 Ralph Ave. 
vww.dragonettibrothers.coni 

(718)451-1300 


KBM Handyman Services 


FREE ESTIMATE 
(718) 763-0379 


- ' 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntiy 


Ceramic Tile Work 
PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 


CALL NED 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 A30 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 



Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Hf 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 


sni 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


] 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Movers (Licensed) 


* J- TIP 
■A TOP 
■ MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 

718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 


imH Licensed & Insured «» H 

www.Arikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 



& 

We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 



718-921-6176 


Painting 
$100 per room 

Quality Fences dr Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


718-439-7309 



SUNSHINE 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 


m, 


( 866 ) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online at bmoklynpnpor.com 


FAST REPAIR INC. 


(718)258-4600 (718)645-0089 


Regan & Son 
Power Washing 

Homes, Decks, Gutters 
Down Spouts, Post Constr., 
Sidewalks & Gum Removal 
Fire & flood damage. 

718 - 633 - 7498 - 845 - 800-4327 


Fox Roofing 
& Restoration 

New Roofing • Patching • Coating 
Fox can save you MONEY by 
restoring older roofs to pre- 
serve your heat in the Winter & 
Cool air in the Summer 
Call For a FREE Estimate 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 


718-646-4540 

2nd Generation Roofing 

To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Don’t Even Think 



ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate *31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


FIND MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 15 





























































